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The Bible has a considerable amount of prophetic information about sev-

eral nations that surrounded the people of Israel and Judah. These nations 

are given prominence in matters dealing with the end-times — the times 

on the horizon to us at the end of the 20th [now 21st] century. It is essential 

that these nations be identified in the world today so the prophecies about 

them can be understood. One of the cardinal aspects of understanding 

prophecy in modern times is for us to recognize what the early writers of 

the Bible thought about the nations existing in their times. This concept is 

particularly important when examining the prophetic understanding of the apostles and the Jewish 

people at large in the New Testament period.  

In [these two] Prophetic Reports I provide an introduction to this subject. When one surveys the pro-

phetic teachings of the Old Testament, one chapter in particular summarizes the judgment that God will 

mete out on the heathen at the end of the age. That chapter is Isaiah 34. That chapter describes in vivid 

detail the gathering of all the nations in a terminal battle in which God will be the victor and all the wicked 

nations will be judged and vanquished. All of Isaiah chapter 34 is devoted to the nation and people of 

Edom.1 

So important is the information, there are statements from Isaiah chapter 34 quoted precisely by the 

apostle John in the Book of Revelation. John records the final battle of the Beast, his false prophet, and 

their armies, fighting against Christ Jesus with His angels described in Revelation 19:11–21.  

The battle will be fought within the prophetic environment of Isaiah 34, the chapter that concerns the 

nation of Edom (spelled Idumea in the King James Version and Edom in modern translations). 

It will pay us all to discover as much as we can about this brother nation of Israel (Obadiah verse 12) 

 
1 See Dr. Martin’s 1997/2006 article: “The Most Significant Gentile Nation in the Bible.”  DWS 

http://www.askelm.com/
mailto:askoffice@askelm.com
https://www.askelm.com/newsletter/l202607.PDF
https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient1.ram
https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient1.rm
https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient1.mp3
https://www.askelm.com/audio/index.asp
https://www.askelm.com/prophecy/p060701.htm
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as well as other ancient nations that surrounded Israel. When we do, we will be in a position to comprehend 

much better the teachings of the Book of Revelation that the apostles first expected to occur in their day. 

The Expectation of Messiah 

The first thing to be realized is the fact that the apostles and most Jewish people at the time believed 

the Kingdom of God would occur on earth in their generation. Not only did they have the prophecy of the 

Seventy Weeks in Daniel chapter 9, which seemed to show a 490 year period from an event in Persian 

times to the coming of the Messiah and His kingdom, Christ Himself made the statement “… BY NO MEANS 

may this generation be passing by till all these things should be occurring” (Matthew 24:34 CLV).  

Even the Roman people were well aware that the generality of the Jewish nation expected the emer-

gence of the Kingdom of God on earth sometime near the middle of the 1st century. Both the Roman histo-

rians Suetonius (Nero 40) and Tacitus (History V.13) recorded this Jewish expectation. 

Indeed, most Christians fully believed that Christ would return from heaven within one generation from 

the crucifixion in 30 AD. It was well recognized that a generation was best reckoned as being forty years 

in length. Hastings, Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, states:  

“Forty years, therefore, represented a generation, and thus the number 40 became a round 
number for a full period, a complete epoch …” 

• “Generation,” Hastings Dictionary ..., Vol. 11, p. 250 

To early Christians they were assured that Christ would set up His world government within 40 years after 

His crucifixion and resurrection; that is, before 70 AD. This is why the apostle Paul expected all the proph-

ecies of the Old Testament would be fulfilled during that generation “… to whom the consummations of 

the eons have attained” (1 Corinthians 10:11 CLV).  

Christ seemed to say that the judgments upon evil people and nations from the time of Abel to the close 

of the Old Testament period would have their accumulated force unleashed on that generation which 

existed in the 1st century. “Verily, I am saying to you: All these things will be arriving on THIS GENERATION 

(Matthew 23:36 CLV). Assertions such as these prompted the apostles to accept the conclusion that all the 

Old Testament prophecies uttered over the previous 1500 years which pertained to the “end-time” (whether 

against Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Tyre, Israel or Edom) would be fulfilled in their time. 

The Book of Revelation adopted this style of interpretation. It assembled numerous prophecies from 

all parts of the Old Testament, disregarding the different time periods or peoples to whom the prophecies 

were first given — and it typically combined their fulfillment into a single period of time, Revelation 

simply placed them altogether into a seven years’ period divided into halves (which the Book of Daniel 

had done earlier) and placed their fulfillment in “the Lord’s Day” at the end of the age (Revelation 1:10). 

Editor’s Note: Let me expand on what Dr. Martin said, and perhaps clarify his argument as I under-

stand at present. The Book of Revelation has many quotes and allusions from the Old Testament, 

and places them in a future chronological order of fulfilment that John saw in visions and recorded 

them in writing. The Old Testament quotes and allusions in Revelation are not intended to be com-

plete. Their purpose is to direct the reader to the original Old Testament passages, whether in Isaiah, 

Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Daniel, the Twelve Minor Prophets, or other Old Testament books — even Gene-

sis. (See Dr. Martin’s article: “Mosaic Prophecies for the End-Time.”) This was why the quotes and 

allusions of Old Testament prophecies are repeated — to send readers to the Old Testament texts.2 

 
2 See George Wesley Buchanan’s The Book of Revelation: Its Introduction and Prophecy (Wipf and Stock: Eugene, OR, 

2005). LOGOS Software also sells his books to download to your computer. Prof. Buchanan puts the verses of Revelation 

side-by-side with the Old Testament quotations and allusions. The reader can decide on their own the meaning of the quotes 

and citations in the Book of Revelation. Prof. Buchanan fully understood and promoted Dr. Martin’s Gihon Temple location in 

the latest editions of ALL HIS BOOKS, where relevant. DWS 

https://icotb.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/James-Hastings-Editor-Dictionary-of-Christ-and-the-Gospels.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/prophecy/p100501.pdf
https://wipfandstock.com/9781597523622/the-book-of-revelation/
https://www.logos.com/
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The apostle John thought this collection of prophecies, with new ones revealed to him, “what must occur 

swiftly” (Revelation 1:1 CLV). So quickly were they expected to occur that it seemed that those who cru-

cified Christ would still be alive to witness the Second Advent (Matthew 26:64 and Revelation 1:7). 

The Pre-Mystery Epistles of the Apostle Paul 

Paul in all his epistles written before 63 AD consistently spoke about the imminence of end-time pro-

phetic events. He expected many of his readers would be alive to observe the Second Advent (1 Corinthians 

15:51–52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:15–17). His early beliefs were solidly anchored in the conviction that “the 

era is limited ... the fashion of this world is passing by” (1 Corinthians 7:29, 31 CLV).  

When Paul wrote this around 55 AD he even discouraged people from getting married. He was not 

against marriage, but the present distress and persecution which was happening to the Corinthian congrega-

tion at that time, plus the anticipated great trouble that was thought soon to emerge on the whole world due 

to end-time events, made Paul suggest the single state for people at that time (1 Corinthians 7:1–32). 

In the Book of Romans, about a year later, Paul wrote: 

“… it is already the hour for us to be roused out of sleep, for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we believe. The night progresses, yet the day is near.” 

• Romans 13:11–12 CLV 

So certain was Paul of the soon arrival of Christ’s kingdom on earth, he told the Romans that “Now the God 

of peace will be crushing Satan under your feet swiftly (Romans 16:20 CLV). To the Philippians he wrote: 

“… the Lord is near” (Philippians 4:5 CLV).  

James, the half-brother of Jesus, and leader of the Jerusalem ekklesia, also told his readers it was “the 

last days” and that they should “be patient; … for the presence of the Lord is near” (James 5:3, 7–8 CLV). 

The apostle John was no less urgent in his appeal that the end of the age was near; 

“Little children, it is the last hour, and, according as you hear that the antichrist is coming, 
now also there have come to be many antichrists, whence we know that it is the last hour.” 

• 1 John 2:18 CLV 

The return of Christ in the generation after His resurrection seemed an assured thing because even Christ 

Himself was thought to teach it. “Verily, I am saying to you that by no means may this generation be passing 

by till all these things should be occurring” (Matthew 24:34 CLV). Christ told His apostles that they should 

watch for these prophetic events: “Be watching, then, for you are not aware on what day your Lord is com-

ing” (Matthew 24:42 CLV).  

All the contexts in which Christ instructed his apostles about prophetic matters suggest that several of 

them would be alive to behold His return. Christ also stated to some of them that they would not die 

BEFORE they would view the revelation of the Kingdom of God coming to earth (Matthew 16:27–28). 

The only problem was: the prophecies they expected to be fulfilled did not happen at the time they 

thought. Indeed, now we are at the end of the 20th century [in 1990 DWS] and they have still not occurred. 

The fact is, they are reserved for “the generation” that sees the essential prophecies begin to take place: 

“… whenever you may be PERCEIVING ALL THESE THINGS, KNOW that He is near — at the 

doors. Verily, I am saying to you that by no means may this generation [the generation that 

sees the prophecies begin to occur] be passing by till all these things should be occurring.” 

• Matthew 24:33–34 CLV 

Just before His ascension into heaven Christ told the apostles they were NOT to know the times or seasons 

which the Father kept in His own power (Acts 1:6–7). These prophecies are still ahead of us today. 

When the beginning of the last seven years of that first generation of 40 years passed (62 to 63 AD) 
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and the teachings in the Book of Revelation did not begin to materialize, then the apostles changed their 

tune drastically and began to say that the end-time would occur in the distant future. See a full account of 

this matter in “Chapter 13 - The Need for a New Testament” in my book Restoring the Original Bible.3 

When Was the Book of Revelation Written? 

The apostle John actually saw the visionary events recorded in the Book of Revelation on two different 

occasions, and those two occasions were separated from one another by about 40 years. This fact has not 

been noticed by many people, and even I did not understand it when I wrote earlier editions of the infor-

mation in Restoring the Original Bible. But this truth has great bearing not only in recognizing prophetic 

events for the future but it helps to show the importance of the Manuscript Version of the Bible. It is 

essential that we realize that John saw the Revelation on two occasions. 

The first time he saw the Revelation was about 56 AD (during Nero’s reign) and the last time he 

witnessed it was in the time of Domitian (96 AD). It is even attested in the Book of Revelation itself that 

John would be given the contents of the “little scroll” on two different occasions. The first time was before 

the destruction of Jerusalem and the second long after Jerusalem had been destroyed. The angel told John:  

“And they are saying to me, ‘You must prophesy AGAIN over peoples and nations and lan-
guages and many kings.’” 

• Revelation 10:11 CLV 

The Idea of Two Witnesses  

There is a principle of the Bible that is referred to by the apostles and John himself (which was given 

by Christ) and it reflects the standard procedure through which God and Christ provide a witness of 

themselves to mankind. The bare minimum for witnesses is two (Matthew 18:16) and Christ referred to the 

propriety of this principle in John 5:31–35.  

Even in divine literature, when it was necessary to confirm an account, it has been recorded twice. Note 

the account of Peter with Cornelius which occurs twice in the Book of Acts chapters 10 and 11). And the 

information in the Book of Revelation was so important and significant that John was told he would be 

given the information from the “little scroll” once and then “again” (Revelation 10:11). 

There was much precedent for this in the Old Testament. 

• The dream God gave to Pharaoh (that Joseph interpreted) was given twice (Genesis 41:5). This 

principle of revelation is shown in a dogmatic statement by Joseph. “The reason the dream was 

repeated to Pharaoh, given twice, is that the matter is already established with the One, Elohim …” 

(Genesis 41:32 CLV). Joseph also was given two dream revelations (Genesis 37:7, 9). 

• The patriarch Job was aware of this duality principle in revelation. “For God speaks once, yea 

twice, yet man perceives it not. In a dream, in a vision of the night” (Job 33:14–15 CLV). 

• David understood the principle of dual revelation. “Once Elohim has spoken; Two times have I 

heard this: That strength belongs to Elohim …” (Psalm 62:11 CLV). 

• Nebuchadnezzar was given a dream about prophetic events of the future which was revealed to 

Daniel a second time (Daniel chapter 2). 

• And with Daniel himself, a 21-day period separated his first vision from the interpretation as 

shown by Gabriel (Daniel chapter 10). 

 
3 The latest 1996 edition of this book was published by Dr. Martin under the title Restoring the Original Bible. It is available 

online to read (and listen to) for free. It is for sale as a printed book at http://www.askelm.com/books/book002.asp. 

https://www.askelm.com/restoring/res016.htm
https://www.askelm.com/books/book002.asp
https://www.askelm.com/books/book002.asp
https://www.askelm.com/restoring/index.asp
http://www.askelm.com/books/book002.asp
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• And with John, he was first given the visions of the Revelation in the time of Nero (about 56 AD), 

and the second time some 40 years later in the time of Domitian (about 96 AD).4 Irenaeus at the 

end of the 2nd century referred to this latter time when he said the Book of Revelation “was seen 

no such long time ago, but almost in our own generation, at the end of the reign of Domitian” (See 

the passage at Adv.haer. 5.30.3).5 But the original writing of the Book of Revelation was done 

about 40 years before, somewhere near 56 AD. The reason for this is plain. It was composed 

during the time … 

1. the temple is described as being in existence (Revelation 11:1–2) and  

2. the main thoroughfare of Jerusalem called “the Broadway” was still in operation (Revela-

tion 11:8 and Chapter 20: “Burial Grounds in Jerusalem” in Secrets of Golgotha), 

3. when people were still alive who helped to crucify Christ (Revelation 1:7), and 

4. when it was still popular to be reckoned as Jews (Revelation 2:9; 3:9) before the revolt. 

The Kings of Revelation 

There is even more to show this. Revelation was first given to John when five kingdoms had passed, 

he was then in the sixth kingdom, with a seventh soon to arise followed by the final eighth kingdom 

(Revelation 17:10–11). Since it was then expected that the Second Advent of Christ would occur in just a 

few years hence (the last seven years commencing in 62–63 AD), then the sixth kingdom was reckoned as 

that of Nero as far as the Roman Empire was concerned. It was common for Jews to acknowledge: 

(1) Julius Caesar as the first “king” of Rome, followed by  

(2) Augustus,  

(3) Tiberius,  

(4) Caligula,  

(5) Claudius, and  

(6) Nero as the sixth, during which John was first given his visions of the Revelation. 

Thus, the first time John received the visions was in the time of Nero, and many scholars have recognized 

this as a fact. 

The sixth “king” was important in another way. Herod (the Jewish ruler when Christ was born) was 

reckoned as the first of the Edomite kings to rule over Judaea. He was followed by his son Archelaus [2], 

then by the Roman government unto the time of Pilate [3], then King Agrippa I [4], then again the Roman 

government [5], and finally King Agrippa II who was then (in 56 AD) the sixth king of Edomite stock. 

So, it was not only the sixth Roman “king” (Nero) who was then reigning, but it was also the time of 

the sixth ruler over Jerusalem who was an Edomite. Recall that Isaiah chapter 34 was about the end time 

kingdom being “Edomite.”  

Thus, whether it was the Roman imperial government which was being considered, or the Herodian 

and/or Roman governments in Judaea (among Herod’s Edomite ancestry), it was thought by early 1st 

century Christians that the Book of Revelation was destined to be completely fulfilled starting about 62–

63 AD. That is when the last seven years of the 40 years’ generation (from Christ’s resurrection to his 

Second Advent) would occur. 

 
4 Note that both Nero and Domitian were major persecutors of the early Church. See Eusebius, Church History, begin at 

Book 3.17–20. The apostle John was sent to Patmos and died during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian. DWS 
5 See the Irenaeus passage at http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxxi.html. 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxxi.html
BURIAL
https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/250103.htm
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.ix.vii.xxxi.html
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The “Falling Away” 

When 62–63 AD came and went without the prophesied events commencing, Jewish Christians by 

droves turned away from the faith, Peter had to write the letter of Second Peter to assure people that he and 

John (the subjects of Second Peter’s first chapter) were not giving them fables but they had “the prophetic 

word more confirmed” (2 Peter 1:19 CLV within the context of verses 16–21). But many people had great 

doubts and turned away by the multitudes: 

“… knowing this first, that in THE LAST DAYS scoffers will be coming with scoffing, going 
according to their own desires and saying, ‘WHERE is the promise of His presence? For 
since the fathers were put to repose, all is continuing thus from the beginning of creation.’” 

• 2 Peter 3:3–4 CLV 

The reason John was given again the visions of Revelation in 96 AD was to assure him and all Christians 

that they were valid and intended for the end-time, not back in the 1st century AD. 

Edom 

So ingrained in the minds of Jews in the 1st century that the Roman imperial government was the 

Kingdom of Edom, that for the next 1500 years in Jewish writings, it was simply acknowledged as fact that 

Romans were the descendants of the people of Esau (Edom), the twin brother of Israel. When Rome finally 

accepted Christianity as its basic religious belief, the Jews called the Bishop of Rome and later his cardinals 

(who were dressed in red, the color of Edom) as being representatives of Edom. 

Abraham’s Descendants 

Even the apostle Paul stated that the Romans (though they were Gentiles) were still reckoned as being 

of Abraham through the flesh. Note carefully that Paul said the generality of the Roman people in the 1st 

century were of “Abraham our father, as pertaining to the FLESH” (Romans 4:1). That’s right, even the 

apostle Paul thought that the Romans (though Gentiles) were basically of Abrahamic origin. 

What we will find is that much of Europe was colonized by people who were of Abrahamic stock. 

When the apostle Paul directed his attention to Asia Minor, Greece, Italy and Spain, he was going to Gen-

tiles who were connected by blood to Abraham, though they were not Israelites. From this area of the world 

has come peoples who are descendants of Abraham through the flesh. Some of them are from Edomite 

stock and others come from the six sons of Abraham through Keturah [his second wife]. 

These peoples of Europe are not Israelites as many people are stating today. But they are close kin to 

Israel and Judah. What is happening in Europe and the Soviet Union at the present time can be better 

understood when it is realized just who these peoples are in an ethnic and political sense. 

The people of Great Britain, the United States and most of Europe are peoples of Abrahamic or Shemitic 

stocks. The reason why the people of these regions have taken up with the biblical revelation which belongs 

to Israel is because of their ethnic connection to Israel. 

Indeed, even peoples of different races who now inhabit the European or North American regions of 

the world (and this includes the Australian, New Zealand and South African areas) are considered by God 

to be in the same classification as Abrahamic children, and many are his actual descendants. However, it 

is the land that is important in regard to the Abrahamic blessings, not just the blood line. See Exodus 12:38 

and Numbers 9:14, where this principle is shown. The mixed multitude and stranger are the same: 

“Moreover a mixed multitude ascended with them [the tribes of Israel], and flocks, herds and 

cattle, exceedingly heavy.” 

• Exodus 12:38 CLV 

“And in case a sojourner [a non-Israelite] sojourns with you and will observe the passover to 

Yahweh according to the statute of the passover and according to its custom, so shall he do. 



7 
 

ONE STATUTE shall come to be for you, both for the sojourner and for the native of the land.” 

• Numbers 9:14 CLV 

God loves all peoples (no matter what race they are), but His prophetic events are primarily destined to 

occur to those who are descendants of Abraham or to those who are living in Abrahamic lands. 

In Part 2 of this prophetic series, I discuss the origin of many peoples on earth today. It is essential to 

understand these matters if one hopes to comprehend the prophetic events just on the horizon to us.  

Ernest L. Martin, 1990 

Edited by David Sielaff, August 2005 

Now read the rest of this story ... 

Ancient Nations in the Middle East - Part 2 
By Ernest L. Martin, Ph.D., 1990 

Edited by David Sielaff, 2005, July 2026 

Listen to the Byte Show Interviews on this article: 

Ancient Nations Part 2 - Listen • Download • MP3 

The first point that must be recognized in Part 2 is, if one hopes to under-

stand the truth about the Northern Ten Tribes is that they were never 

“lost” to the Jews of Palestine in a geographical sense. While all people 

on earth (whether Israelites or Gentiles) have been spiritually “lost” until 

the sacrifice of Christ for their sins (Matthew 10:5–6; Romans 5:12), all 

the twelve tribes of Israel were very much in evidence to the people of 

Jerusalem in the 1st century AD. 

One of the most erroneous teachings being disseminated today is that the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel 

left the region of Assyria where they were taken captive in the 8th and 7th centuries BC and they wandered 

into northwestern Europe and into the British Isles (where they became “lost” to the people of Jerusalem), 

and they established their roots in Europe as Celts, Angles, Saxons, Danes, etc. 

It is believed in some quarters that these Northern Ten Tribes divorced themselves from Palestine and 

gave up their observance of the Sabbath and Mosaic holydays and that they became virtual pagans in belief 

(as were the ancient Celts, Angles, Saxons, etc.). Only in the last 200 years, it is believed, have these people 

supposedly regained their real “Israel identity” through the political exaltation of Great Britain and the 

United States (along with other northwestern European powers). This belief, however, is sheer nonsense. 

Indeed, I myself as a young man without much biblical or historical training used to believe this fiction 

described above. I even joined a denomination called the Worldwide Church of God because the leader 

was teaching what I believed in the previous two years to be the “truth.” Only when I became Dean of 

Faculty at their college in England did I devote extensive time in various libraries and studying the histori-

cal and archaeological reports of the important geographical sites in northwestern Europe. Only then did I 

come to see the fallacy of such teaching. 

As a matter of fact, I had my historical staff in England check virtually every historical record of the 

ancient peoples of northwestern Europe to find out what they REALLY recorded. I was amazed how reck-

less and even dishonest some of the adherents to the theory had become in their chronological and 

historical conclusions. Whole sections of the records were either ignored or some sections were trans-

planted to different chronological periods to make them agree with the theory that the Celts, Angles, 

Saxons, and Danes were descendants of the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel. 

https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient2.ram
https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient2.rm
https://www.askelm.com/audio/real/ancient2.mp3
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The simple truth is the Jews never lost sight of the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel, just as they knew the 

location of other Israelite tribal remnants who remained in Palestine. The Bible and history make this 

abundantly plain. It is time to give up the teaching that the Celts, Angles, Saxons, and Scandinavian peoples 

are the literal descendants of those Northern Ten Tribes. 

James and the Twelve Tribes 

The New Testament itself shows that all twelve tribes of Israel were well known to Christ and the 

apostles in the 1st century. In no way does it indicate that the peoples of northern and northwestern Europe 

(then in the practice of utter heathenism) were descendants of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Let us start with the writings of James, the son of Joseph and Mary, who was born after the birth of 

Jesus. James knew exactly where the members of the twelve tribes of Israel were in the 1st century and he 

addressed his letter to them: “James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes in the 

dispersion. Rejoice!” (James 1:1 CLV).6 

The content of James’ epistle tells us much about these twelve tribes of Israel. Instead of being wild 

and barbarous heathen tribes of Celtic and Germanic peoples, which history shows were in absolute hea-

thenism at the time, the twelve tribes of James were attending synagogues. And synagogue services were 

conducted on the seventh day Sabbath.  

In James 2:2 the word “assembly” in the King James Version is actually “synagogue” in Greek, the 

official meeting place that Jews attended throughout the world. The KJV should have translated it that way. 

James knew that all twelve tribes attended synagogues each Sabbath. It is no wonder therefore … 

➢ James 1:25 They were aware of the Mosaic law, “the perfect law, that of freedom.” 

➢ James 2:8-12 He reminded them of what the Ten Commandments stated. 

➢ James 2:21 They knew Abraham was their father.  

➢ James 2:25 They knew the story of Rahab the harlot found only in the Old Testament. 

➢ James 5:4 They knew the technical Hebrew term “Lord of Sabaoth” meant “Lord of Hosts.”  

➢ James 5:10 They were completely familiar with all the teachings of the Old Testament prophets. 

➢ James 5:11 They knew what had happened to the patriarch and the sufferings of Job. 

➢ James 5:13 They were familiar with the Psalms of the Old Testament. 

➢ James 5:17 They knew the story of Elijah. 

Indeed, these twelve tribes were so familiar with “the scripture” (the Old Testament) that James simply 

referred to the Holy Scripture as authority without once having to define it to those twelve tribes who were 

scattered away from Jerusalem (James 2:8). In fact, many of them had become “teachers” (CLV, the KJV 

has “masters”) in matters concerning the scriptures (James 3:1).  

Besides these things, James tells us that the majority of them were in types of business activities in 

which they traveled extensively from city to city (James 4:13). Their primary residences, however, were in 

regions that allowed James to use spiritual illustrations concerning fig and olive trees with which they were 

well familiar (James 3:12). That is, these people of the twelve tribes of Israel lived primarily within a 

Mediterranean environment not in the cold and inhospitable areas of Northern Europe that knew nothing 

of the fig or olive.  

James lived in Jerusalem. He knew where the twelve tribes of Israel were located in the 1st century. His 

letter shows they were in constant touch with Jerusalem and knew the teachings of the Scriptures. 

 
6 When King Cyrus of Persia allowed the Jews to return from exile, not all of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, or Levi 

returned to Judea. Many of those three tribes remained in Mesopotamia, Persia, Babylon, and lands farther east. DWS 
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Paul and the Twelve Tribes 

The apostle Paul was also knowledgeable of their whereabouts. When Paul was being tried in judgment 

before Festus and King Agrippa, he said he had lived the life of a strict Pharisee.  

“And now, in expectation of the promise which came by God to our fathers, I stand being 
judged, to which our twelve-tribed people, earnestly offering divine service night and day, is 
expecting to attain …” 

• Acts 26:6–7 CLV 

Now tell me, which of the peoples who made up the Celts, Angles, Saxons, or Danes in the 1st century were 

praying for the promises given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (and doing so intensely “day and night”)? 

Why, our European ancestors were in utter heathenism during the 1st century without the slightest 

knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. In no way were they petitioning fervently for the fulfillment of the 

promises made to the patriarchs of Israel. In fact, the apostle Paul told the Romans that the Israelites of his 

time, rather than being pagans, had a “zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” (Romans 10:2–5 KJV). 

Here is Paul’s appraisal of all the tribes of Israel:  

“For I am testifying to them that they have a zeal of God, but not in accord with recognition. 
For they, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own 
righteousness, were not subjected to the righteousness of God.  

 For Christ is the consummation of law for righteousness to everyone who is believing. For 
Moses is writing of the righteousness which is of law, that a man who does the same shall 
be living in it.” 

• Romans 10:2–5 CLV 

As clear as Paul could make it, he said “Israel” (all Israel, representatives of all twelve tribes) in the 1st 

century AD were trying to establish their own righteousness by obedience to the Law of Moses. All of 

Romans chapters 10 and 11 concern this very matter of Israel’s attachment to the Law of Moses for their 

salvation. In no way does this describe the heathen sun god worshippers of the Druids or those who adhered 

to the Germanic nature religions which dominated the theological thinking of the Celts and the various 

Germanic tribes (which finally became the Angles, Saxons, and Danes that we know today).  

The Twelve Tribes’ Locations Were Known 

The fact is, both the apostle Paul and James (head of the Jerusalem ekklesia) were well aware of where 

the peoples of the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel were then located in a geographical sense. They were 

living in lands north and east of Jerusalem. We have the precise statements of Josephus (the Jewish priest 

and historian of the 1st century) that the Northern Ten Tribes were in no way “lost.”  

“… there are two tribes in Asia and Europe subject to the Romans, while until now there have 
been ten tribes beyond the Euphrates who number into the countless myriad whose number 
cannot be ascertained ...” 

• Antiquities XI.133, Marcus translation, Harvard edition, 1937 

Those Ten Tribes of Israel on the other side of the Euphrates were mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel 

about 150 years after their captivity by the Assyrians. Much of the prophecies about Jerusalem and the 

Land of Palestine were directed to these Ten Tribes of the House of Israel. God told Ezekiel:  

 ”… enter unto the House of Israel, and you will speak with My words to them; for not to a 

people deep of lip and heavy of tongue are you sent [they spoke perfectly good Hebrew], but 

to the house of Israel, not to many peoples, deep of [foreign] lip and heavy of tongue, whose 

words you cannot make out. Assuredly if I sent you to them, they would hearken to you.” 

• Ezekiel 3:46 CLV 
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These people of the House of Israel were well acquainted with the Sabbath, the holydays, the judgments 

and statutes of Moses (Ezekiel 20:1–44). Throughout the Book of Ezekiel, written long after the Ten Tribes 

were taken to Assyria, Ezekiel shows these Ten Tribes were very interested in Jerusalem and what was 

happening in Palestine. These tribes were not “lost” in a geographical sense. 

The Special Characteristics of the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel 

Even from the period before their exodus from Egypt, there was a distinction made between the 

descendants of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh and the tribes associated with them) and the descendants 

of Judah (and the tribes associated with them). Jacob prophesied that Ephraim would become the leader of 

the Joseph tribes and become “a multitude of nations” (Genesis 48:19 KJV). This occurred when the land 

of Palestine was finally settled by the Israelites and Ephraim became the principal tribe of leadership among 

the other tribes in northern Israel.  

Each of the tribes of Israel during the chaotic period of the Judges had become a semi-independent 

“nation” on its own, with everyone doing what he considered right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6; 21:25). 

But even at this time when Israel was, for all practical purposes, twelve independent tribal nations, Ephraim 

claimed overall rulership among them and demanded to be consulted on all decisions concerning political 

affairs for Israel (Judges chapter 12).  

When those in the Northern Ten Tribes broke away from Judah after the death of Solomon, the Ten 

Tribes, which formerly were recognized as separate national entities in the time of the Judges, then became 

officially known as Ephraim. There are 24 references to the Ten Tribes being called Ephraim in Hosea 

alone. 

This was to fulfill the prophecy of Jacob that Ephraim would finally become the ruler of “a multitude 

of nations” (Genesis 48:19 KJV). This was when the Ten Tribes, who were once tribal nationalities, became 

a single commonwealth of nations under the control of Ephraim. Their national existence continued for 

about 250 years until the time that they were carried captive beyond the Euphrates River by the Assyrians. 

A number of northern Israelites fled to the Kingdom of Judah when they saw the Assyrians beginning 

to invade their country (2 Chronicles 34:9; 35:17–18) and they joined with the Jews of Judah, even return-

ing with them to Jerusalem after the Babylonian Captivity (1 Chronicles 9:2–3; Luke 2:36).  

All these remnants of the Ten Tribes who joined with Judah in Jerusalem (including Benjamin and 

Levi) were known as “Jews” from this time onward (e.g. Acts 21:39).  

The Fate of the Northern Ten Tribes 

One of the primary prophetic teachings concerning the fate of the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel is the 

fact that they would become “wanderers among the nations” (Hosea 9:17). Amos said the same thing.  

“For behold, I am instructing, And I will jerk the house of Israel to and fro AMONG ALL THE 
NATIONS, Just as if jerked to and fro in a sieve, Yet not a pebble shall fall to the earth.” 

• Amos 9:9 CLV 

Note this point carefully. The Celts, Angles, Saxons and Danes have never been “wanderers among the 

nations” (the Gentile nations of the earth), nor have they been “sifted in a sieve among all nations” (among 

Gentile nations). Indeed, the Celts, Angles, Saxons, and Danes have been peoples who have in the main 

steadfastly developed their national existences in their own territories (with stable and politically secure 

countries).  

They have even reached out to control other peoples of the world in a colonial and imperial manner. In 

no way could such people (throughout all their history) be called “wanderers among the nations” or those 

who have been “sifted in a sieve among all nations.” With these people in particular, just the opposite has 

been the case.  

As for the Ten Tribes, Hosea said:  
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“… the sons of Israel dwell without king and without chief official, And without sacrifice and 
without altar, And without ephod or Urim and Thummim. Afterward the sons of Israel shall 
return, And they will seek [1] Yahweh their Elohim, and [2] David their king; They will come 
in awe to Yahweh and to His goodness IN THE LATTER DAYS.” 

• Hosea 3:4–5, CLV 

The truth is, the Ten Tribes were sent into captivity by the Assyrians because they  

• had been setting up kings of their own (Hosea 8:4);  

• were sacrificing to heathen deities (Hosea 4:19);  

• were worshipping before sacred pillars of the heathen which were ancient stones in the shape 

of phallic symbols (Hosea 4:17);  

• were using ephods in fortune telling (seeking after familiar spirits and wizards that peep (Isaiah 

8:19); and  

• they were consulting the household gods of the heathen (Hosea 8:4).  

God promised through Hosea that all this pagan nonsense practiced by the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel 

would cease among them until they would finally return to Palestine and to the Lord their God and to David 

their king.  

This Hosea prophecy has been fulfilled over the centuries and is being fulfilled to this very day. Since 

their captivity they have ceased from doing such things. You will not find in any synagogue of these Israel-

ites outright and blatant pagan phallic symbols, fortune tellers, images or household gods of the heathen. 

But among our Celts, Angles, Saxons and Scandinavian ancestors, they utilized all these pagan artifacts 

in great profusion. Not only have our ancestors had a plethora of kings over the centuries, we even bury 

some of them in our prestigious churches to honor their reigns. To this very day (and even though our 

people claim to be Christian) we find steeples on our churches, which are remnants of pagan phallic wor-

ship. We have rose windows that resemble the symbolic shape of the sun god Baal along with scores of 

other pagan symbols in our churches. 

Even among Protestants who claim to get their doctrines and religious practices only from the Bible, 

we have books that children use for Sunday School (or Sabbath School) with pictures of a longhaired 

“Jesus” that any ancient pagan would say was nothing more than Serapis, the Egyptian form of Zeus, the 

chief pagan god of the heathen world. Many churches are filled with icons, idols, and pictures of this same 

longhaired “Jesus.” 7 

But this is not what Hosea prophesied would happen to the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel. He stated 

dogmatically that they would remain a long time away from the idolatry that led them into captivity. And 

look at it. You see no steeples (“sacred pillars” or phallic symbols) on their synagogues and they abhor the 

placement of idolatrous images in their places of worship. 

As for the Gentile races of Europe being equated with the Ten Tribes of Israel, that did not happen until 

interpreters in the last century misapplied what they thought were chronological prophecies of the Bible 

that supposedly made the exile period of Israel terminate about 1803 AD. There are no such prophecies in 

the Bible.  

The Real Ten Tribes of Israel 

The prophet Amos was given a major prophecy concerning the Northern Ten Tribes of Israel that has 

been overlooked by prophetic interpreters who try to make the Celts, Angles, Saxons, Danes, etc., to be the 

 
7 In no way did the real Jesus have long hair, nor does he or God the Father groom themselves with long hair now (1 Corin-

thians 11:3–16) like the evil spirits from the bottomless pit (Revelation 9:8). Why, the apostles would blush at the sight of 

such paganism being practiced in our churches today. 
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“lost” Ten Tribes of Israel. Amos said: “… I will jerk the house of Israel to and fro AMONG ALL THE 

NATIONS, Just as if jerked to and fro in a sieve, Yet not a pebble shall fall to the earth” (Amos 9:9 CLV).  

It means that not one shall fall on the earth to germinate or take root in the countries to which they will 

wander. The prophecies show that many of the Israelites will live and die in their countries of exile, but the 

majority will never give up their Israelitish customs, to take root in those countries and remain there forever.  

What Amos shows is that those Israelites who would wander among the nations will still call the Land 

of Palestine their home and they will always want to go back to it! Their hearts, that is their roots, will 

always be in Palestine, and that is where they will want to return. God will indeed “sow the seeds of Israel” 

and they will take root, but only in the Land of Palestine (Jeremiah 31:27–34; Hosea 2:23).  

And though God would “sow them [Israel] among the nations [the Gentiles]” (Zechariah 10:9), it is 

prophesied that they will never take permanent root in those countries. They will always yearn to return 

one day to the Land of Palestine. The Diaspora of Israel (which means sowing through “the nations”) will 

yearn to return home to where their “roots” really are. Note how Jeremiah (the actual author of Zechariah 

chapters 9–14, see Matthew 27:9) puts it: 

“And I shall sow them among the peoples, Yet in the far places they shall remember Me. And 
they will revive with their sons and return.” 

• Zechariah 10:9 CLV 

What is meant by “return”? It means they will return again to the land of Palestine, as the next verse says:  

“I will restore them from the land of Egypt, And from Assyria I shall convene them. And to the 
land of Gilead and Lebanon I shall bring them, Yet not enough room shall be found for them.” 

• Zechariah 10:10 CLV 

In other words, they will be brought back to the land of their forefathers. 

The Northern Ten Tribes will return by swarms to the place of their “roots.” The immigration to Pales-

tine from the lands of their wanderings will increase to such an extent that it will be difficult to find a place 

to put them in the land of their forefathers (Zechariah 10:10). And note this: the immigration will come 

principally from the north. It will result in a union of the House of Israel with the House of Judah thereby 

bridging the gap of separation that has existed since the time of Solomon’s death. Jeremiah stated:  

“In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they SHALL ENTER 
TOGETHER from the land of the north TO THE LAND WHICH I ALLOTTED to your fathers.” 

• Jeremiah 3:18 CLV 

And it is important to realize that the context of Jeremiah shows that this return of Israel and Judah to their 

homeland will occur BEFORE Christ “marries” them in a New Covenant relationship.  

It is interesting that during this very year [1990] many thousands of Israelites are coming out of the 

land of the north (from the Soviet Union in particular), and they are coming to settle in the land of their 

forefathers. They will then take root in the land of Israel, including Gilead and parts of Lebanon (Zechariah 

10:10).  

This is part of the immigration that Jeremiah talked about because IT IS DESTINED TO OCCUR 

BEFORE THE SECOND ADVENT. In chapter eleven of Zechariah it is made clear that the House of 

Judah and the House of Israel [the Northern Ten Tribes] will come together in a binding union. A covenant 

will be made between Judah and Israel to live together again as one nation in Palestine. 

The House of Judah and the House of Joseph, headed by the tribe of Ephraim (as ruler of the Northern 

Ten Tribes), will join together once again as one nation in a covenant relationship referred to in Zechariah 

with the word “Bands” (the banding together of a brotherhood union). No longer will Israel be two divisions 

(Zechariah 11:7, 14 KJV). This covenant of brotherhood is described in Zechariah chapter 10:  
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“And I will give mastery to the house of Judah, And the house of Joseph shall I save. And I 

will make them dwell securely [in the Land of Canaan], For I have compassion on them, And 

they will come to be as if I had not cast them off; For I am Yahweh their Elohim, and I shall 

respond to them. Then Ephraim will become as a master [a mighty man].” 

• Zechariah 10:6–7 CLV 

Gentile Conversion to Judaism 

These Israelites returning to their homeland after so many years of exile will be adhering basically to 

the customs of Moses; that is, they will honor the Sabbath, the holydays, and other “Jewish” religious 

principles. And while over the past 2,500 years there have been a number of Gentile elements who have 

joined forces with the houses of Israel and Judah (and this has resulted in quite a diversity of ethnic variety 

among the Israelites), by the very fact that the Mosaic signs of the Sabbath and holydays (with the various 

kosher food laws) have remained with them, they are certainly reckoned by God as proper Israelites. 

Indeed, the joining of Gentiles to Israel was completely allowed by God if there were genuine conver-

sions to the Mosaic legislation (Exodus 12:3–8; Genesis 34:15–24; Deuteronomy 21:10–14; Matthew 

23:15). Only with certain races were there specific restrictions (Deuteronomy 23:38).  

The one central requirement for a Gentile to become a true Israelite was that of utter conversion to the 

Mosaic faith (Ruth 1:16). There have been many such conversions over the centuries and it has resulted in 

a variety of racial types among the Israelites. This was especially true in the Persian period. When the 

Jewish victory over Haman was evident, we are told: “many of the people of the land became Jews; for the 

fear of the Jews fell upon them” (Esther 8:17). The Jews in Palestine after the time of Alexander the Great 

were particularly affected by this mixture of Gentile peoples into the body of Jewish believers. 

• Josephus tells us that the whole of the Arabic tribe called the Iturians converted to Judaism and 

began to worship as Jews (Antiquities 13.318–319).  

• Even the majority of the Edomites that remained in southern Palestine were forcibly converted to 

Judaism just before the time of Christ (Antiquities 13.257).  

• As a matter of fact, great numbers of Gentile women were converting to Judaism in the 1st century 

and they would obviously be rearing their children to be Jews (Wars of the Jews 2.561).  

• Many Syrians of Antioch also became converted to Judaism and adopted the principles of the 

Mosaic legislation (Wars of the Jews 7.42–45).  

These intrusions of Arabic and Middle Eastern blood lines into the Judaic family in Palestine produced a 

different type of Jewish people as far as racial appearance was concerned, and it persists to this day. These 

“Arabic-type” Jews became known primarily as Sephardic Jews. And though there are several types of 

Sephardic Jews (some with classical Judaic features and others with more “Arabic” features), they are still 

considered by the biblical revelation to be “Jews.”  

But this mixture among certain sections of the Sephardic Jews who were scattered over the Arabic 

lands of North Africa and the Middle East, allowed them to take on certain racial characteristics different 

from the Northern Ten Tribes. 

The latter group of Israelites remained primarily in the north without Arabic or Syrian mixture. They 

migrated in various waves and at different times into northwestern and then to eastern Europe. And while 

there was some mixture even with the northern Israelites to a minor intrusion of Khazarite conversion, the 

northerners who finally settled primarily in the area of Germany, later in Poland and the Russian areas of 

the east, retained much more of a European appearance. These northern peoples became known generally 

by the name Ashkenazi because of their long stay in the German area which was called Ashkenaz in He-

brew. But whether these Israelites are Sephardic or Ashkenazi in origin, they are all Israelites because of 

their Mosaic customs. 
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Now note this. Both “Israel” and “Judah” are prophesied to become one nation in Palestine again before 

the Second Advent of Christ. And this is happening now. We are then told in Zechariah that after this 

covenant union, Israel will then begin to mourn for the one that “they have pierced” (Zechariah 12:10–14). 

There will be a conversion of many of these Israelites to what will be considered as “Jewish Christian-

ity.” God “… will pour on the HOUSE OF DAVID, And upon the dwellers of Jerusalem, a spirit of grace and 

of supplications” (Zechariah 12:10 CLV). When, in the years ahead of us, many people of Israel begin to 

accept Jesus as their Messiah, the nation of Israel shall soar in power and authority in the Middle East. 

Most of the people of Europe and the western world will come to a close sympathy with them. When 

the Israelis begin to accept Jesus in multitudes, the Moslems in the area will change their attitudes toward 

them.  

In the Quran we find that Mohammed prophesied for all people in the world:  

“Behold, God said: ‘O Jesus! I will take you and raise you to Myself and clear you of the 
falsehoods of those that blaspheme. I will make those who follow you superior to those who 
reject the faith, to the Day of Resurrection.’” 

• “Koran, Sura 111.55,” multiple English translations 

When Jews accept Jesus and start practicing His principles (and Zechariah shows it will be done in honesty 

and sincerity), they will then become superior in the Middle East and even the Moslems will submit to 

Mohammed’s teaching. 

Sometime after this upsurge of “Jewish Christianity” in Israel, Zechariah shows that a major point of 

conflict is prophesied to happen among the people of Israel. It concerns the person who was sold for thirty 

pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12–13). This clearly refers to Christ Jesus. He is described in the last three 

chapters of Zechariah. He is the person over whom many in Israel will begin to mourn. Many Israelis will 

begin to accept Jesus (Zechariah 12:10).  

A Coming Civil War in Israel? 

But a great controversy will take place regarding the role of Jesus. A resistance will be shown by some 

in accepting him. Also, Zechariah prophesies that a civil war will take place in the land with the context 

of speaking about “the One who was pierced” (Zechariah 13:7–9).8 The Book of Zechariah shows this civil 

war will develop over “the one who was pierced” and sold for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 13:12–13). 

This will “… annul the brotherhood between Judah and Israel” (Zechariah 11:14 CLV).  

What we find is that the Ashkenazi Israelites, those who primarily represent the House of Israel and 

were scattered as wanderers over the northern areas of the world, will have a serious confrontation with the 

Sephardic Israelites who remained in the Middle East and Arabic countries, and have a different type of 

temperment and lifestyle than most Ashkenazim. It will concern the role of Jesus. It is well understood by 

Israelis today that there are some major differences between the Israelites who have lived so long in Europe 

and those who have lived most of their lives in Arabic lands. 

Though there will be those who are Ashkenazi and Sephardic that will accept (or reject) the One who 

was pierced, the final outcome will be a victory for both sides. Though the confrontation between Judah 

and Israel will be severe (Zechariah 11:14–17, with 13:7–9), both groups will finally emerge to accept the 

One over whom the confrontation occurs.  

The apostle Paul shows that God will enact a New Covenant with both the House of Israel and the 

House of Judah (Hebrews 8:8–13) and in the end, as the apostle Paul wrote, “all Israel shall be saved” 

(Romans 11:26). 
Ernest L. Martin, 1990 

Edited by David Sielaff, July 2026 

 
8 This conflict as described in Zechariah 11:14–17, is so well recognized, that the New English Bible simply attaches Zecha-

riah 13:7–9 to Zechariah 11:17. ELM   NOTE: There is no record that such a war ever happening in history.  DWS 

https://quran.so/surah-ali-imran/verse-55

