A‘S‘K* Associates For Scriptural Knowledge Newsletter

Associates for Scriptural Knowledge @ P.O. Box 25000, Portland, OR 97298-0990, USA
© ASK, August 2026 e Telephone: 503 292 4352
Webpage on the Internet: https://www.askelm.com e E-Mail address: askoffice@askelm.com

Dear Associates and Friends,

Like last month, this August 2026 article is a combination of two articles, both written by Dr. Martin in
the early 1990s. The title of the combined article is: “Islam in History and Prophecy.” The first part is ...

Islam in History

The teachings of Islam are described and explained in the first part of the article. The point to be under-
stood is that, within their own beliefs, Muslims are not idolators like other religions. They trace their religious
heritage to Abraham. The Koran teaches that the angel Gabriel communicated divine information to Mu-
hammed in a way that most all the prophets received God’s teachings. Islam was to be the third part and final
revelation of true religion; the first two parts being the Old and New Testaments.

A major point Dr. Martin stresses is that Muslims are strongly against icons, images, and what Scripture
collectively calls idolatry. At the time of Muhammed and after his death, during the explosive religious, mili-
tary, and political expansion of Islam, the Christian world in its churches were deeply involved with a “Chris-
tianized” idolatry, where people prayed to saints in the same way people prayed to pagan idols.

Pagan tribes and people did not believe the image or statue was the “god” or even contained part of the
god. They understood the icon or idol as an object to “focus their attention” toward their gods — the spirits
God gave to non-Abrahamic peoples to be their “gods.” God judges according to the truths you understand.

While Islam has no formal idolatry, some of the rituals that occur at the Haj around the black stone have
a sensual, ecstatic, and ritualistic behaviors similar to activities in some Pentecostal churches today.
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See the interesting “Islamic Info Center” website describing where and why these rituals occur in the city of
Mecca: “Hajj — Definition, History, Importance 2026 where these topics are explained

1. Definition of Hajj in Islam 5. Who Should Perform Haj;?

2. Hajj According to the Quran 6. 7 steps of the Hajj

3. Hajj According to the Hadith 7. Why is Hajj Important to Muslims
4. The Importance of Hajj in Islam
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Islam in Prophecy, Part 2

Part 2 of the article primarily deals with the end-time events of the ethnic groups and nations descended
from Abraham, his children, grandchildren, and beyond, to the present day. The names of the early descend-
ants of Abraham are given in the genealogies beginning in Genesis 11:27 to 25:11; and 1 Chronicles 1:27—
54.

At the end of Part 2, Dr. Martin examines an interesting prophecy in Zechariah chapters 12 and 13 that
has not yet happened. The prophecy is about a mass conversion of Jews and Gentiles in Jerusalem in a time
still future to us.

Many of those Gentiles will be non-Israelites descended from Abraham, many of whom identify them-
selves as, and are Arabs. Remember, Jesus commanded His apostles and disciples to preach the Gospel to the
nations (Acts 2:4—11), which means those people who are non-Israelites (but from Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob). They will see another fulfillment of a mass conversion to accept Christ as their Savior and it will occur
in Jerusalem, and expand through Israel, and beyond according to Zechariah’s prophecy.!

When that time of prophetic fulfillment occurs, there will already be commerce and dialogue between
Israelites and other descendants of Abraham, most of whom will come from lands around Israel on the north,
east and south. A sizable majority of the population of Egypt are also Arabs.?

The Abraham Accords

You may have heard the phrase “Abraham Accords” mentioned in the news. The core concept of the
Abraham Accords was initiated by the United States government in 2015. Closer economic connections of
Israel to several regional Arab (and non-Arab) Muslim states were seen to be valuable to all parties. Economic
cooperation benefits all countries in the region. The current Trump administration of the United States has
sought to expand the countries in the region to join the Accords.

Most of the countries involved have “Abraham” as their ancestor and that is a connecting point for Israel
and Arab Muslim countries to benefit economically, as all participants are aware of them through the genea-
logical, genetic, and historical connections to Abraham. The people of Israel (Jewish, Christian, and Muslim)
have one of the most technically advanced economies in the world, way beyond its size. The countries and
people around Israel have resources and financial ability to make use of Israel’s technology.

The wealth of many Arab countries should be considered a fulfillment of Abraham’s blessing from God,
a blessing that would increase greatly, if they would cooperate with and trade with God’s chosen people Israel.
“Abraham Accords Explained: Who Signed, Who Didn’t, and Why It Matters Now” from the Indian Times
News website.

Hopefully the Middle East will have peace for all countries in the region to begin to accept and understand
biblical truths of the past, reject religious dogma of the past, and accept God’s grace at the present time.

Dr. Martin’s articles are educational and insightful both to explain the background of present-day events,
but also for us to understand the trajectory of events to come, and even to recognize prophetic milestones as
they occur according to God’s timetable.

Thank You

Your provision for ASK to continue to update, and go beyond what Dr. Martin researched, allows us to
inform everyone who God brings to the gushing well of knowledge that ASK has become. Pray that the eyes
and ears of those same people will be opened to their great benefit and blessing. God bless you all. DWS

David Sielaff
David@askelm.com

! See Dr. Martin’s 1997 article “The Book of Zechariah,” updated in 2014, and the Commentary “Jeremiah and Zechariah,”
which explains that a portion of the Book of Zechariah was written by the prophet Jeremiah almost 100 years before Zechariah.

2 It is difficult to determine, but an estimated 88-91% of Egyptians are believed to be of Arab descent, and therefore likely to be
related to Abraham. See the website: “How much percent of Egypt is Arab?”
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