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Dear Associates and Friends, 

The July 2026 article is a combination of two smaller articles, both written by Dr. Ernest Martin in 1990. 

The title is: “Ancient Nations in the Middle East, Parts 1 and 2.” 

Ancient Nations in the Middle East, Part One  

Dr. Martin addresses the Old Testament prophecies and how they were used in the pre-Mystery period of 

the New Testament writings. The post-Mystery writings in the New Testament were the Gospel of John, the 

epistles of Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, each addressed to ekklesias. These three epistles were the core 

of the doctrinal teaching called by Paul “the Mystery,” to be taught by him around 63 AD.  

Other Mystery epistles by Paul were not sent to congregations but were sent to individuals. However, 

these “letters” were also distributed to all ekklesias to inform them what Paul was teaching to young but 

seasoned “pastor-teachers” like Timothy and Titus. Those messages were about how to teach their “flocks” 

the truths of God. The apostle Peter also wrote his pastoral epistles of 1st and 2nd Peter after Paul released the 

Mystery revelations. Peter spoke highly about Paul’s teaching. 

Before the reception and distribution of the Mystery by the apostle Paul, all believers expected the return 

of Christ to begin the end-time sequence of events in a few years.  

He did not return then, and believers began to fall away from the faith. 

Dr. Martin presents background to the expectation of everyone — apostles, disciples, regular believers 

(Jews and Gentiles), the role of the apostle John, and particular focus is given to John’s reception of the visions 

John received and wrote down, known as the Book of Revelation.  

Dr. Martin also presents information on the nations around Israel today, particularly the people of Edom 

who will be an influential people group, other than God’s chosen people Israel, at the End Times. See “The 

Most Significant Gentile Nation in the Bible.” 

Dr. Martin presents this information in greater detail in his books: Restoring the Original Bible (which 

focuses on the canonization of Revelation in the New Testament), and in his book Essentials of New Testament 

Doctrine which also presents detailed information about the impact of the Mystery teaching and why Christ 

will return at a time in our future, but perhaps not in our lifetime.  

See my 2020 article “The End Time? Not Yet!” 

Ancient Nations, in the Middle East, Part Two 

Part 2 primarily deals with the “Lost Tribes of Israel” who were never lost. Dr. Martin gives evidence that 

the Jews and particularly James, the head of the ekklesia in Jerusalem, knew exactly where those tribes, clans, 

and extended families lived. They observed the biblical festivals, as Jesus and His disciples often did. When 

at Pentecost, the many … 

“And they are all filled with holy spirit, and they begin to speak in different languages, according 
as the spirit gave them to declaim.  

 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem, Jews, pious men from every nation under heaven. Now 
when this sound occurs, the multitude came together and was confused, for each one hears 

them speaking in his OWN vernacular [their own language]. Now they are all amazed, and mar-

veled, saying,  
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 ‘Lo! Are not all these who are speaking, Galileans? And how are we hearing, each in our own 
vernacular in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and those dwelling in 
Mesopotamia, Judea, as well as Cappadocia, Pontus, and the province of Asia, Phrygia, Pam-
phylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and the repatriated Romans, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — we are hearing them speaking in these languages of 
ours of the great things of God!’” 

• Acts 2:4–11 CLV 

These people were not only from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi. They were also from the other 

ten tribes scattered abroad — they observed the biblical festivals and gathered when able in Jerusalem. They 

were there for the most momentous Passover ever, a holiday period that witnessed a major event of Jesus’ 

trial for heresy and blasphemy, experienced an earthquake at the death of Jesus, the supposed blasphemer, at 

the same time people who recently died were raised from the dead and walked out of their tombs (Matthew 

27:52). A second earthquake struck early Sunday morning when Christ was raised from the dead.  

Most long-distance travelers would stay in Jerusalem until Pentecost 50 days after Passover. Those who 

did, heard (the rush of spirit-wind) and saw the miracle of the Holy Spirit with “fire” on the heads of the 

apostles, disciples, and the loyal women believers. Many from the “lost tribes” became believers at Pentecost. 

I think you will enjoy the short and powerful evidence Dr. Martin presents from the epistle of James, 

written to ALL twelve tribes of Israel. All of them were audience Christ told the circumcision apostles to 

preach the Gospel that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God, who was crucified and raised from the dead.  

At the end of Part 2 Dr. Martin tells about prophecies of a disturbing civil war between the Israelite tribes 

and groups of people. As I am typing, there are no recognizable events pointing toward the yet-unfulfilled 

prophecies Dr. Martin analyzed in the Book of Zechariah and other prophets. There are, however, disturbing 

events occurring in Israel that are attempting to decrease the influence of Christians in Israel. Christians living 

in Israel are being marginalized, some have lost decades-long property rights, and have been told they have 

no “right” to live in Israel as Christians. This is occurring to both Christians with Jewish ancestry, as well as 

Gentile Christians who wish to live in Israel. Jewish people who convert to Christianity are suddenly not 

welcome and are even denied legal residence in Israel.  

Conclusion 

I had not read these two articles in a long time. None of the elements in the prophecies of Zechariah mentioned 

in Part Two have begun to appear. This means we cannot know — yet — where (or “when”) we are in the 

prophetic sequence. Nor is there any information that God has cancelled these prophecies from occurring, as 

is possible. See two articles by Dr. Ernest Martin’s from the 1990s combined into one article: “The Repentance 

of God and Influencing God.” Yes, Scripture tells us that God our Father can be influenced by His children 

to change the severity and length of time that His punishments prophesied to occur upon His people Israel, 

and Gentile believers, and children of God. Our prayers have more influence than we know. 

As I write in the opening words of that article: “God repents when He sees fit to do so. Moreover, God can 

be influenced BY US. Only YHWH, God the Father, alone has the free will to totally repent and change His mind 
when influenced.” 

Thank You 

God “flipped a switch” in your mind so you would begin to learn the truths about God and Christ Jesus. 

The switch is sometimes gentle and sometimes dramatic as in the case of the apostle Paul (Acts 9:1–18). ASK 

exists to educate you with no-nonsense teaching about the full truths of God. 

After Christ returns “the earth will be full of the knowledge of Yahweh” (that is God the Father, Isaiah 11:9). 

Until that time, ASK and other solid biblical teaching ministries should be supported. The Bible has all the 

information you need — with some help. Proper understanding of the Bible comes through reading, listening, 

study, discussion, and much thought. 

Thank you for supporting the teaching ministry of ASK.  David Sielaff 

David@askelm.com 
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