
 

 

The Transfiguration of Jesus 

Commentary of October 1, 2026 — A Synopsis of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

The transfiguration of Jesus was witnessed by only three of His twelve apostles: Peter, 

John, and James, the brother of John. (All three were fishermen as mentioned in 

Matthew 4:21.) The event took place on a mountain, but there is some dispute as to 

which mountain it was. See the article “Transfiguration”  in ISBE the International 

Standard Bible Encyclopedia. For the location of the mountain, see “Transfiguration, 

Mount of ” also in ISBE. The most likely of the four mountains mentioned is Mount 

Hermon. Others have noted that Mt. Hermon was a high place for pagan religions.  

On the next page I present the accounts in the first three Gospels of the Transfigura-

tion event and how each Gospel reports the same event from different perspectives. A 

consistent translation based on a system from Greek to English is especially useful, 

more so than translations done by a committee. Again, the three side-by-side Gospel 

texts are from the Concordant Literal New Testament.1 

Here are short backgrounds of the three Gospel writers who wrote about the transfig-

uration event. 

➢ MATTHEW was one of the twelve apostles, but he was not a witness to the 

transfiguration but included the narrative in his Gospel. Matthew was a tax 

collector (Matthew 9:9) before Jesus called on Matthew to join Him. He was 

educated and wrote his Gospel from his own experiences along with the testi-

mony of Peter or John, both of whom witnessed the transfiguration event. 

➢ MARK was not an apostle. Mark was a young man at the time of the ministry of 

Jesus. He worked with Paul initially, had a dispute with Paul, and became a 

companion with Peter, who later called Mark “my son” (1 Peter 5:13). Mark was 

Peter’s secretary who wrote his Gospel, talking about Christ’s ministry from 

Peter’s perspective. 

➢ LUKE was not an apostle. He was a Gentile (likely Greek), educated as a physi-

cian, often a profession of slaves. He was the secretary of Paul and wrote down 

Paul’s epistles. Luke compiled witness accounts. Luke’s Gospel is Paul’s Gospel. 

At the transfiguration the differences of each gospel make the three eyewitness reports 

interesting, both in what is repeated between two or three gospels, and by what is told 

in only one gospel. The writers of the Gospels had access to the three apostles. 

 
1 I refer to the Concordant Literal Version as the CLV because I extensively use both the Old 

and New Testaments. Again, readers should look up Bible verses in English translations. 

https://www.internationalstandardbible.com/T/transfiguration.html
https://www.internationalstandardbible.com/T/transfiguration-mount-of.html
https://www.internationalstandardbible.com/T/transfiguration-mount-of.html
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Synopsis of the Transfiguration of Christ,  

Witnessed by James, Peter and John 

( Note: Text in red italics is spoken narrative,  

text without italics is the Gospel writer’s description. ) 

Matthew 16:27–17:13  CLV Mark 9:2–13  CLV Luke 9:27–36  CLV 

27 “For the Son of Mankind is 

about to be coming in the glory 

of His Father, with His messen-

gers, and then He will be paying 

each in accord with his practice. 
28 Verily I am saying to you that 

there are some of those standing 

here who under no circum-

stances should be tasting death 

till they should be perceiving the 

Son of Mankind coming in His 

kingdom.” 
 

 

1 And after six days Jesus is 
taking aside  
 
Peter and James and John, his 
brother, and is bringing them up 
into a high mountain,  
privately, 
 
 
2 and was transformed in  
front of them.  
And His face shines as the sun,  
yet His garments became  
white as the light. 
 
 
 

3 And lo! Moses and Elijah  
were seen by them,  
conferring with Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 And after six days, Jesus is 
taking aside  
 
Peter and James and John  
and is bringing them up  
into a very high mountain, 
privately, alone.  
 
 
And He was transformed in 
front of them. 
 
3 And His garments became 
glistening, very white, as snow, 
such as no fuller on earth is able 
thus to whiten. 4 And  
 

Elijah, together with Moses,  
was seen by them, and they 
were conferring with Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

27 “Now I am saying to you, truly 

there are some of those standing 

here who under no circum- 

stances should be tasting death 

till they should be perceiving the  

 

kingdom of God.” 
 
 

28 Now it occurred about  
eight days after these sayings,  
taking along  
Peter and John and James also, 
that He ascended  
into the mountain  
to pray.2 

9And it occurred, in His praying,  
 
to the perception His face 
became different,  
 
and His vesture glittering white. 

 

30 And lo! two men conferred 
with Him, who were  
Moses and Elijah,  
31 who, being seen in the glory, 
spoke of His [Jesus’] exodus, 
which He was about to be 
completing in Jerusalem. 
 
32 Now Peter and those with 
Him were heavy with sleep.  
Yet, BECOMING ALERT, they 
perceived His glory and the two 
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4 Now, answering,  
Peter said to Jesus,  
 
“LORD, it is ideal for us to be 

here! If Thou art willing, I shall be 

making three tabernacles here, 

for Thee one, and for Moses one, 

and for Elijah one.” 

 
5 While he is still speaking, lo!  
 
 
a luminous cloud overshadows 
them, and lo!  
 
 
a voice out of the  
cloud, saying,  

“THIS IS MY SON, THE 

BELOVED, IN WHOM I 

DELIGHT. HEAR HIM!” 

 
6 And, hearing it, the disciples 
fall on their faces and were 
tremendously afraid. 
7 And Jesus approached and, 
touching them, said, “Be roused, 

and fear not!” 
8 Now, lifting up their eyes,  
they perceived no  
one except Jesus Himself only. 
 
9 And, at their descending out of 
the mountain, Jesus directs 
them, saying, “Now you may tell 

NO ONE of THE VISION  

till the Son of Mankind  

may be roused  

from among the dead.” 

 

 

 

 
10 And His disciples inquire of 
Him, saying, “Why, then, are 

the scribes 

 

 
 

5 And answering,  
Peter is saying to Jesus,  
 
“RABBI, it is ideal for us to be 

here! And we should be  

making three tabernacles: for 

Thee one, and for Moses one, 

and for Elijah one.” 

 
6 For he was not aware what he 
may answer, for they became 
terrified. 
7 And there came a cloud 
overshadowing them. And  
 
 
a voice came out of the  
cloud, saying,  

“THIS IS MY SON, THE 

BELOVED.  

HEAR HIM!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8 And suddenly, looking about, 
they no longer perceived any-
one, except Jesus only, with 
themselves. 
And at their descending from the 
mountain, He cautions them that 
they should be relating to  
NO ONE what they perceived, 
except whenever the Son of 
Mankind may be rising  
from among the dead. 
10 And they hold the word, 
discussing with themselves what 
is the rising from among the 
dead. 
11 And they inquired of  
Him, saying that  
“The Pharisees and the scribes 

men who stand together with 
Him. 
33 And it occurred, as they are 
detached from Him, that  
Peter said to Jesus,  
 
“DOCTOR, it is ideal for us to be 

here. And we should be  

making three tabernacles, one 

for Thee, and one for Moses,  

and one for Elijah” 

 
— not being aware what he is 
saying.  
34 Now, at his saying these 
things, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them. Now they 
were afraid at their entering into 
the cloud. 
35 And a voice came out of the 
cloud saying,  

“THIS IS MY SON,  

THE CHOSEN;  

HIM BE HEARING.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

36 And at the coming of the 
voice,  
Jesus was found alone.  
 
 
 
And they hush, and to 
NO ONE in those days do they 
report anything of  
what they have seen. 
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saying that Elijah must be 

coming first?” 
11 Now He, answering, said  
to them that  
 
"Elijah is indeed coming, and will 

be restoring all.  

 

 

 
12 Yet I am saying to you that 

Elijah came already, and they 

did not recognize him,  

but they do to him whatever they 

will.  

 

Thus the Son of Mankind also is 

about to be suffering by them." 
13 Then the disciples understand 
that He spoke to them concern-
ing John the Baptist. 

are saying that Elijah must  

come first.” 
12 Now He averred [responded] 
to them,  
 

"Elijah, indeed, coming first,  

is restoring all. And how is it 

written of the Son of Mankind 

that much may He be suffering 

and may be scorned? 
13 But I am saying to you that 

even Elijah has come,  

 

and they do to him whatever they 

would,  

 

 

 

 

according as it is written of him.” 

Were the Two Who Spoke to Jesus Actually Moses and Elijah? 

No, Moses and Elijah were still dead back then and are still dead today.2 In Matthew 

17:9 Jesus says they “… may tell NO ONE of THE VISION till the Son of Mankind 

may be roused from among the dead.” They were seeing a VISION and not the living 

resurrected Moses or Elijah.  

Though Jesus spoke with Moses and Elijah, both were dead and had not yet received 

the promise of God. Hebrews chapter 11 tells of a long list of spiritual heroes which 

concludes: “And these [heroes] all, having obtained a good report through faith, 

all died and RECEIVED NOT THE PROMISE” (Hebrews 11:39 CLV). They did not 

receive it during the ministry of Jesus, nor did they receive it up to today. They will 

receive their reward, like all believers, when Christ returns. That future event was also 

something the apostles could not understand.  

What did occur at the transfiguration? Jesus, according to Matthew, told them they 

could tell others about the VISION only after His resurrection, over a year after this 

transfiguration event. On the mountain the apostles watched Jesus speak with two 

men, identified as Moses and Elijah. How did they know who they were? We are not 

told, but unless they identified themselves in their discussions, they may have asked 

Jesus after the vision. Did the apostles experience something like watching a movie or 

an interactive hologram as Jesus spoke with two images in the vision? 

 
2 See Dr. Martin’s 1997 article, “The Time Periods for the Resurrections.” 

mailto:david@askelm.com
https://www.askelm.com/doctrine/d971005.htm
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