
 

The Kingdom of God and Salvation 

Commentary of September 15, 2026 — The Distinction Between the Two 

[ Editor’s NOTE:  Clicki to hear this 14-minute recording by Dr. Ernest Martin:  

“The Kingdom of God and Salvation.” The date is unknown. However, the content  

of this lecture may have prompted a much longer lecture Dr. Martin gave in January 

1990 titled: “Salvation and the Kingdom of God” and updated in 2017. DWS ] 

[Dr. Martin:] This short lecture concerns the Kingdom of God and salvation. There has been 

a great misunderstanding about the phrase “the Kingdom of God” and what exactly that 

Kingdom is all about. There have been many studies by scholars over the problems of the 

Kingdom of God because of the difficulties around just what that Kingdom is.  

Can we now inherit the Kingdom of God at this present time? Or does it really come when 

Jesus Christ comes back at the Second Advent and establishes His throne here on the earth 

and His government over the totality of the earth? 

There are certain Scriptures that seem to show that the Kingdom of God can be with us at 

the present time. That means the rulership of God … that He rules in our lives and we can 

benefit even now from some elements of the good things coming with the Kingdom of God.” 

That means the rulership of God, that He rules in our lives and we can even benefit from 

some of the factors of some of the good things that come at the time of the Kingdom of God, 

that we can do that now. Or are there other verses that say, no, we must wait until it finally 

does emerge here on the earth? 

The Kingdom of God certainly will occur when Jesus Christ comes back. The apostles will 

reign on twelve thrones over the children of Israel when the Kingdom of God rules on this 

earth. King David himself will be resurrected as we find in several scriptures. He will be a 

king of that time along with Christ Jesus. This will last for the entire millennial period. 

This Kingdom of God is something majestic and wonderful. It is something all the Israelites of 

ancient times looked forward to. In fact, to them, to have the Kingdom of God or to partici-

pate in it was something that was the future apex of life. It was why they even existed here 

on earth. They wanted to be able to see God ruling and not Satan the devil, not the kings of 

this world, not the evils that we see around us at the present time. They said they wanted to 

participate in what they called “the world to come” or “the age to come.”  

When they talked about that “age to come” they meant the millennial age, the age when God 

Himself would be here on earth. Christians came to understand that meant when Christ Jesus 

Himself would appear from heaven and would establish His Kingdom here on earth and then 

there would be God’s rule from sea to sea and over all land areas, and universal peace and 

prosperity would exist.  

https://www.askelm.com/audio/MP3/Kingdom%20of%20God%20and%20Salvation.MP3
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The government of God would be in Jerusalem and out of Jerusalem would go forth the Law 

and justice and goodness, and righteousness, and peace, and happiness, and fertility, as well 

as freedom from sickness, there would be health everywhere. God’s Kingdom would be 

something idyllic, like being in the Garden of Eden, but without the chance of sinning like our 

first parents did. 

The Jews and the Israelites, and later the Christians began to want that Kingdom of God. 

They wanted to live within the environment of that Kingdom. Jesus did say on occasion, how-

ever, that if individuals would be within the will of God at the present time, that Satan could 

be conquered on certain occasions and then they would experience certain aspects of the 

Kingdom of God.  

We find this in Matthew chapter 12 when Jesus was going through the area of Judea and He 

preached to them along with the apostles and certain demons were being cast out at the 

time. He actually said: If I cast out devils (meaning demons) by the Spirit of God, then the 

Kingdom of God will come unto you. That means right now! You can experience some aspects 

of the Kingdom of God, of the Age to Come, of the world to come, right here and now. 

If you have the Spirit of God with you, if those around you have the Spirit of God, you can 

have a foretaste, a shadow of that future Kingdom. But the Kingdom itself is future, there is 

no question about that. It will not be finally established on earth until Christ Jesus returns.  

But Jesus also said in Luke chapter 17 that the Kingdom of God comes not with observation 

but is within you. Even now, you, me, and all of us, in a sense, can experience the Kingdom 

of God, if we have God’s Holy Spirit within us. We do not have it in totality, you know that.  

It will not actually transpire on this earth until the Second Coming of Christ. When He does 

come, then will fully come the Kingdom of God on this earth, and it will last 1,000 years. 

That is the time in Revelation chapter 20 in the first few verses when Satan the Devil will be 

in prison, chains will be put upon him, and he will not tempt the nations for 1,000 years. 

Then all the great blessings and joys and happiness prophesied by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 

and the other prophets, and in many of the Psalms, will then occur.1  

That is what the Jews sought to inherit. They wanted to inherit the rulership of God. They 

wanted to live under His domain. I would like that myself, so would you. That will be a time 

when, if God rules you, it will be beautiful and wonderful.  

If man rules you however, if you are ruled by Satan the devil, you will have difficulties. There 

may be some good times, but it will not be pristine glory. It will not be the goodness that 

people would really want.  

The Jews, the Israelites and early Christians wanted to experience the Kingdom of God. You 

can have a foretaste of it in your life now, if you have the Holy Spirit, and if God blesses you, 

me, and the rest of us who are also believers.” But the full Kingdom of God will only occur on 

earth once Jesus Christ comes back and establishes His Kingdom on earth for 1,000 years.  

 
1 And all the prophets will be raised from the dead also.  DWS 
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It lasts even beyond the 1,000 years, because at the end of the 1,000 years Satan the devil 

will be released from prison and he will cause the nations of the world and will seduce Gog 

and Magog to come against the saints. There will be a great battle and finally the last of 

Satan’s power is transmuted at that time. 

The Great White Throne Judgment 

Then we have the “Great White Throne Judgment.” There will still be the Kingdom of God 

here on earth, because the judgment of God is not just to mete out punishment for evil, it is 

to mete out righteousness and goodness to reward good works. 

So even the Kingdom and rulership of God goes beyond that. This also is what the Jews 

wanted to experience. They talked about “the age to come,” “the eons to come,” the times 

when God’s Kingdom would be on this earth. Many people then began to associate, you 

might say, salvation itself with their participation in this Kingdom of God. 

Confusion came in the early second and third centuries AD. We find that people were begin-

ning to equate being in the Kingdom of God with salvation itself. But we need to be careful on 

this matter because to inherit the Kingdom of God is salvation in one way, and it is part of 

salvation, but it is not salvation itself.  

All men and women are to experience a salvation in God through Christ. That is made quite 

clear. I have written much on this subject: booklets, research studies, lessons, I have given 

many lectures on this, because you find it in the Scripture. 

There is a universal reconciliation coming to all humanity through the death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. That is true, but not everyone will inherit the Kingdom of God, or as Matthew 

called it “The Kingdom of Heaven.” It is the same thing and that is a fact.  

If you look very carefully in the apostle Paul’s epistles, whether in the earlier epistles, like in 

Galatians or Corinthians, or in the later ones when the Mystery was revealed in the time of 

Ephesians, the apostles all said, it would be possible for Christians to miss out on the King-

dom of God. 

To miss out on salvation? In no way! That has absolutely been determined by God the Father 

before the foundation of the world. All people will finally be saved: “All men will be saved 

and come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4) and there are a host of other 

Scriptures to show [ that includes 1 Timothy 4:10: “… we trust in the living God, who is 

the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.”  DWS ] 

But not everyone will experience the Kingdom of God. And the Kingdom of God really is 

dependent in many ways on what a person does with the tools that God gives them at the 

present time. This is made clear.  

The apostle Paul said that an individual who wants to inherit that beautiful and wonderful 

kingdom should be doing righteousness if that is possible. Now, the righteousness of Christ, 

which is awarded to us in a forensic or a legal sense, when we are resurrected from the dead 

is what gains us salvation. That is quite true, when we are resurrected from the dead. But if 
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we want to be resurrected from the dead in the FIRST RESURRECTION to experience the 

Kingdom of God, there are certain things you must do. Paul says that we should not treat 

lightly the righteousness we should be practicing.  

For example, read about the fruits of the Spirit, beginning in Galatians 5:20. Paul writes 

about love, joy, faith, long-suffering, self control, moderation, and things of that nature. All 

such things are important for us to walk in so we might obtain the reward during the King-

dom of God. 

Now, if you do not walk in those things. If you do not want to have anything to do with lead-

ing a proper, decent, and upright life at this time, you might miss the first resurrection. That 

is a fact. 

The first resurrection to our change into spirit beings occurs, at the moment of Christ’s Sec-

ond Coming. When He comes the second time, that is when the 6,000 years of man’s rule is 

over and now begins the 1,000-year rule of Christ on this earth. Do you want to experience 

that? If you do, you should live in the way that God wants. If you want that Kingdom, if you 

really want to be there, then you will be there. If you decide you do not want to be there, 

you will not be there. You will not come up in the first resurrection. That is just the way it is. 

The Unpardonable Sin 

There is no sin that is ultimately unpardonable, but there is a sin that can keep you out of the 

Kingdom of God, but not salvation. That is the sin against the Holy Spirit; that convicts a per-

son of sin. If you are guilty of that sin, then you will not want to be in that first resurrection 

or experience the righteousness of God on this earth at that time. You must be in the first 

resurrection to experience “The Age to Come.” 2 

It means for all of us that are in the Ephesian [or “Mystery” ministry ekklesia, DWS], as Paul 

says, you can miss the Kingdom of God. Or, if we are in the Corinthian ekklesia or whatever, 

it makes no difference. Do you want to be in the first resurrection? Let me tell you this: if you 

want to be in the first resurrection, you will be in the first resurrection if you trust in God and 

Christ. 

Now, you should walk circumspectly [and honestly]. You should do the best you can. You 

should want to experience the Kingdom. If dead, you will be resurrected when Christ returns. 

If you are alive at the time, you will put on immortality at Christ’s Second Coming. Everyone 

who participates in or experiences the first resurrection will experience the fulness of the 

Kingdom of God on earth and in heaven. 

Those not raised at the first resurrection, but at the end of the time called the “dispensation 

of the fullness of time” (Ephesians 1:10 KJV), they will NOT experience the Kingdom of 

God, but they will experience salvation. That is absolutely in the Scripture. This simply 

means, if you want the Kingdom of God, you must be resurrected when Christ Jesus comes 

again. 

 
2 Jesus had to ascend to heaven John 16:7–11. DWS 
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I fully want to experience that. I know you do also. We will experience it if we keep a good 

attitude. God gives us power to do that. If we want to experience it, you and I will be brought 

up in that first resurrection, and automatically receive our immortal bodies at that moment.  

All our records of wrong have been dealt with, and our slate is clean. All the righteousness 

Christ accumulated for us will be given to us. We will be there at the beginning of the Millen-

nium, and experience both the Kingdom of God on earth and in the heavens. That part of sal-

vation is the “icing on the cake.”  

So, What Is Salvation? 

Salvation means YOU, me and everyone shall: 

• become Elohim, but much more than angels, just like Christ (Hebrews 1:4); 

• become transformed to become full sons and daughters into the very Family of God;  

• become like Christ is NOW; 

(1 John 3:2 as well as Job 19:26; Psalm 16:11; 17:15; Matthew 5:8; John 17:24; 

Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 13:12, 15:49; 2 Corinthians 3:18, 5:6–8; 
Philippians 3:21; and 2 Peter 1:4. Read these verses and learn from them.)  

• become like YHWH Himself, our Father — we will go into the “creation business”; 

• become where we will be participants of being family members of God. 

Salvation Not Just for Believers, but Every Human Being Since Adam 

The entire human race is destined to be in that position. But not all will come up in the first 

resurrection. Only those who come up in the first resurrection will experience [the full extent 

and glory of] the Kingdom of God. But everyone will eventually be saved. That is what Paul 

tells us in 1 Timothy 2:4–6 and 4:10. 

With this in mind, we can now know the difference between the Kingdom of God or [the King-

dom of Heaven], and salvation. The two are separate from one another, and yet, everyone 

who comes up in the first resurrection, who is saved, will also experience the Kingdom of God.  

Ernest L. Martin 

David Sielaff, editor 

Addendum by David Sielaff 

“Perceive what manner of love the Father has given us, [WHY?] that  

WE MAY BE CALLED CHILDREN OF GOD! And WE ARE!  

 Therefore the world does not know us, for it did not know Him. 

 Beloved, NOW are we children of God, and it was not as yet manifested what we 

shall be.  

 WE ARE AWARE that, 

 if He should be manifested,  WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM, 

for WE SHALL SEE HIM according AS HE IS. And 



6 

 EVERYONE who has this expectation in Him IS PURIFYING HIMSELF, according 

as He is pure. 

 EVERYONE who is doing sin is doing lawlessness also, and sin is lawlessness. 

 And YOU ARE AWARE that He was manifested that He should be taking away 

our sins, and in Him is no sin. 

 EVERYONE who is remaining in Him is not sinning.  

 EVERYONE who is sinning sees Him not, neither knows Him.” 

• 1 John 3:1–6 CLV 

John’s admonition for us to purify ourselves means we should be walking circumspectly in the 

Spirit that God has given to you. We can do so not by obeying rules, but by acting out of love 

as God does for us through Christ. 

Note these related links: 

“Kingdom of God, Old Testament Sources” 

“Salvation and the Kingdom of God” 

“More to Our Salvation? … Than Is Mentioned in the Bible?” 

“Free Will And Salvation” is a 2006 Commentary of mine. 

This article will make more sense if you understand the First John chapter 3 

passage above, and the passage below in the Gospel of John, chapter 8.  

“Jesus, then, said to the Jews who have believed Him,  

‘If ever you should be remaining in My word, you are truly My disciples, and 

YOU WILL KNOW THE TRUTH, and THE TRUTH WILL BE MAKING YOU FREE.’ 

 They answered Him,  

‘The seed of Abraham are we, and we have never been slaves of anyone. How 

are you saying that “You shall be becoming free”?’ 

 Jesus answered them,  

‘Verily, verily, I am saying to you that everyone who is doing sin, is a slave of 

sin. Now the slave is not remaining in the house for the eon.  

The son is remaining for the eon. If ever, then, THE SON SHOULD BE MAKING 

YOU FREE, YOU WILL BE REALLY FREE.’” 

• John 8:31–36 

“Your Role in the Creation of God” is my 2019 article. 

ASK Books  

“ABCs of the Gospel” (This short book is free online only) 

“Essentials of New Testament Doctrine” (for purchase or free online) 

“101 Bible Secrets That Christians Do Not Know here” (for purchase or free online) 

“Restoring the Original Bible” (for purchase or free online) 

David Sielaff 
david@askelm.com 
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