
 

Caleb and the Sons of Anak 

Commentary of August 15, 2026 — Caleb and His Family Drove Out the Giants 

An interesting narrative is told in the Books of Numbers and Joshua about a man named 

Caleb. Joshua and Caleb were two of twelve “spies” Moses sent into the promised land. They 

were to assess the land YHWH said He would give to His people Israel. Ten spies said it was 

unsafe for Israel to attack the mighty people inhabiting that land. Caleb and Joshua advised 

that Israel immediately invade the land YHWH promised them. 

The people of Israel agreed with the ten spies, showing a lack of faith (Numbers 13:27–

14:2). Obviously, God’s continuing presence from the Exodus to that moment meant nothing 

to them.1 YHWH punished the people of Israel with 40 years of wandering in the wilderness 

outside the promised land. Everyone over 20 years old, except Joshua and Caleb, were 

condemned to die before the 40 years ended, including the 10 other spies. Caleb and Joshua 

survived. 

“They related to him [Moses] and said:  

 ‘… the people dwelling in the land are strong, and the cities are defended and 

exceedingly great. Moreover, the children of Anak we saw there. Amalek is 

dwelling in the land of the Negeb, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Jebusite and the 

Amorite are dwelling in the hill country, and the Canaanite are dwelling by the 

sea and by the side of the Jordan.’ 

 Then CALEB quelled the people before Moses and said:  

 ‘We should go up, yea go up and tenant it, for we are able to prevail against it.’ 

 Yet the men who went up with him said:  

 ‘WE are not able to go up against the people, for they are more courageous 

than we are.’ 

 Thus they brought forth among the sons of Israel disparaging muttering about 

the land which they had explored, saying:  

 ‘The land through which we passed to explore it, it is a land that is devouring 

its dwellers; it and all the people whom we saw in its midst were men of great 

measure. There we saw the distinguished (THE SONS OF ANAK ARE PART OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED ONES). And we became, in our own eyes, like 

grasshoppers, and so we became in their eyes.’ 

 The whole congregation [all Israel] lifted up and gave forth their voice, and the 

people lamented through that night. All the sons of Israel grumbled against 

Moses and against Aaron. The whole congregation said to them: ‘O that we had 

died in the land of Egypt or in this wilderness! O that we had died!’” 

• Numbers 13:27–14:2 CLV 

 
1 See the second part of my February 1, 2023, Commentary: “What Were They Thinking?” It makes 

clear that YHWH’s presence was visible every moment to every person in the camp of Israel as either a 

pillar of smoke during the day, or as a pillar of fire at night. Yet they still doubted YHWH’s faithfulness. 

https://www.askelm.com/news/n230201.pdf
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The faith of Caleb and Joshua never wavered. They never challenged YHWH’s leaders — 

Moses and Aaron. YHWH punished the people of Israel by forcing them to wander in the 

wilderness living as nomads for 40 years east of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea.” 

All of Israel over 20 years old were to die during the 40 years in the wilderness (Numbers 

14:38; 32:12). After Moses died, YHWH chose Joshua as leader of Israel. God’s role for Caleb 

as a leader is not specified. 

“Assuredly no one of the men coming up from Egypt, from twenty years old and 

upward shall see the ground about which I had sworn to Abraham, to Isaac and 

to Jacob! For they have not fully followed after Me SAVE CALEB son of Jephunneh 

the Kenezite AND JOSHUA son of Nun, for they fully followed after Yahweh. The 

anger of Yahweh grew hot against Israel, and He caused them to rove about in 

the wilderness forty years until the whole generation doing evil in the eyes of 

Yahweh came to end.” 

• Numbers 32:11–13 CLV 

 

After the 40 years and the death of Moses, Joshua led Israel across the Jordan River. God 

separated the waters of the river (as He divided the waters of the Red Sea) so Israeli would 

cross on dry land in the riverbed. Israel began the conquest of the land. Caleb was still a 

vigorous leader and fighter (Joshua 14:6–15). However, Israel had to overcome the people 

living in the Promised Land. They included the Giants who still lived there. Caleb chose the 

land of the Giants as his inheritance. They were called “the Sons of Anak,” or Anakim, 

giants like Og of Bashan (Numbers 21:33–35). 

The Land Caleb Chose for His Allotment 

Caleb chose a portion of land called Hebron, 20 miles south of Jerusalem. Abram lived there 

(Genesis 13:18) and his wife Sarah was buried there. Hebron was inhabited by the Anakim 
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giants. Read from the article “Hebron” in ISBE (International Standard Bible Encyclopedia): 

“The spies visited HEBRON and near there cut the cluster of grapes (Nu 13:22 f).  

 [40 years Later …] Hoham, king of HEBRON, was one of the five kings defeated by 

Joshua at Beth-horon and slain at Makkedah (Josh 10:3f). CALEB later drove out 

from Hebron the ‘three sons of Anak’ (Josh 14:12; 15:14); [Hebron] became one 

of the cities of Judah (Josh 15:54), but was set apart for the Kohathite Levites.” 

After Abram/Abraham, some of the Anakim came to live at Hebron until Joshua led the 

Israelites to defeat the five kings of cities in that region. This was a battle with a unique 

astronomical event that aided Israel’s victory. 

“So the sun stood still, and the moon, it stayed, until the nation [Israel] had 

avenged itself on its enemies. Is it not written in the Scroll of the Upright? The 

sun stayed in midheaven, and did not rush to set for about one robust day. There 

has never been a day like this before or since, when Yahweh hearkened to the 

voice of a man, for Yahweh was fighting for Israel.” 

• Joshua 10:13–14 CLV 

After the war of conquest was completed ... 

“Then the sons of Judah came close to Joshua at Gilgal, and CALEB son of 

Jephunneh the Kenezite said to him:  

‘You know the word that Yahweh spoke at Kadesh-barnea to Moses, the man 

of Elohim, concerning me and concerning you.  

 I was forty years old when Moses the servant of Yahweh sent me from 

Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land. And I returned the word to him just as it 

was on my heart. Yet my brothers who went up with me, they made the 

heart of the people melt, while I fully followed after Yahweh my Elohim. 

 Moses swore on that day, saying,  

“Assuredly the land on which your foot has trod shall become an 

allotment for you and for your sons until the eon, for you have fully 

followed after Yahweh my Elohim.” 

 And now behold, Yahweh has preserved me alive, just as He promised, 

through these forty-five years2 since Yahweh spoke this word to Moses, 

while Israel walked in the wilderness. And now behold, I am eighty-five 

years old today. I am still as steadfast today as on the day Moses sent me 

out. As my vigor was then, so is my vigor now for battle, for going forth and 

coming on duty. 

 Hence assign now to me this hill country that Yahweh promised on that day; 

for you heard on that day that the Anakim are there, and large fortressed 

cities; if only Yahweh is with me, I will evict them just as Yahweh promised.’ 

 Then Joshua blessed him and assigned Hebron to Caleb son of Jephunneh as an 

allotment. Therefore Hebron became for Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenezite an 

allotment until this day because he fully followed after Yahweh Elohim of Israel. 

 Now the name of Hebron had previously been Kiriath-ARBA. This Arba had been 

the greatest man among the Anakim. As for the land, it was quiet from war.” 

• Joshua 14:6–15 CLV 

 
2 These 45 years were: (1) 40 years of punishment of Israel wandering in the wilderness and after 

Moses died, then (2) 5 years of conquest that Israel fought to secure the Promised Land. 

https://bible-history.com/isbe/h/hebron+(1)/
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Joshua acknowledged Caleb’s request and fulfilled YHWH’s promise spoken by Moses. 

Later in chapter 15 of the Book of Joshua, two parts of the narrative are repeated: 

“According to Yahweh’s bidding to Joshua, he assigned to CALEB son of 

Jephunneh a portion among the sons of Judah, namely Kiriath-arba, that is, 

Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak). 

 Caleb EVICTED from there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai, 

those born of Anak. 

Joshua, again in chapter 11: 

“Barring [except] the Hivite dwellers of Gibeon, there was no city which made 

peace with the sons of Israel, who took them [defeated them] all in battle; for it 

came from Yahweh Who fortified their heart to meet Israel in battle [why?] in 

order  

[1] that they might be doomed and no grace at all come to them,  

[2] so that they might be exterminated, just as Yahweh had instructed Moses.  

 At that time Joshua set out and cut off the Anakim from the hill country;  

• from Hebron,  

• from Debir, 

• from Anab,  

• from the whole hill country of Judah and  

• from the whole hill country of Israel;  

Joshua doomed them and their cities. None of the Anakim was left in the land of 

the sons of Israel; but SOME WERE left REMAINING  

• in Gaza,  

• in GATH, and  

• in Ashdod.  

Thus Joshua took the entire land in accord with all that Yahweh had promised to 

Moses; and Joshua gave it as an allotment to Israel according to their apportion-

ments for their tribes. As for the land, it was quiet from war. 

• Joshua 11:19–23 CLV 

And we are reminded of the association of Anakim and Gath when David faced Goliath: 

“A champion marched forth from the array of the Philistines; his name was 

Goliath of GATH, a man of lofty six cubits and a span.” 

• 1 Samuel 17:4 CLV 

Now You Have Background to These Events.  

Abram came to Hebron near the year 2000 BC. 

The people of Israel under Joshua took possession of the Promised land about 1300 BC. 

David confronted Goliath around 1024 BC and — we all know how that encounter ended. 
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