
 

 

Tagma DOES Mean Legion 

Commentary of August 1, 2026 — Confirming What We Knew Already 

Soon into his research of the true location of the Jewish Temples in Jerusalem, Dr. Ernest Martin 

also came to understand: the false Temple site was the true location of Fort Antonia. Built by 

King Herod, its structure fits the description of Antonia written by the Jewish historian Flavius 

Josephus … 

1. Antonia was larger than the Temple site and was north of the Temple. 

2. Antonia fits all criteria of a permanent Roman “city” just like all permanent fortress of the 

1st century AD. 

3. Antonia was taller and “overlooked” the Temple.  

4. Antonia obscured the view of the Temple when Jerusalem was approached from the north. 

5. Antonia had a capacity to house and sustain a full legion of Roman troops, around 5,400 

men needed to keep the peace during the Spring and Fall festivals 

The traditional site of the Temple is problematic for those who say the Temple was on the 

Haram esh-Sharif where the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aksa Mosque are located. Why? 

Because no one knows WHERE on that platform the Temple was located! There are many 

different theories. They claim that archaeologists would easily find the truth, but political con-

siderations have not allowed a full examination of the site.  

Here, according to Lambert Dolphin, are the top 5 candidates of the Temple on the Haram … 

“The primary areas on the Temple Mount which are seriously discussed in regard 

to the actual location of the First and Second Jewish Temples are: 
 

1. North of the Dome of the Rock. (Physicist Asher Kaufman proposed this location.) 

2. The present site of the Dome of the Rock. (This is the so-called “traditional 

location.” There are two variations on this model.) 

3. South of the Dome of the Rock. Tuvia Sagiv, a Tel Aviv architect, has proposed a 

Southern location for the Temples with extensive documentation and research. 

4. The most southern site on the Temple Mount is presented by Norma 

Robertson, a retired teacher and Graphic Designer. 

See Lambert Dolphin’s website:  

“On The Location of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem” 

Dr. Martin’s evidence is dismissed as impossible. Dolphin’s website rejects the Gihon location 

of the Temple. 

Archaeologist Leen Ritmeyer strongly criticized Dr. Martin’s evidence. Ritmeyer worked with 

Prof. Benjamin Mazar after Dr. Martin left the Worldwide Church of God and stopped 

https://www.templemount.org/theories.html
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supervising Ambassador College student diggers at the excavation site. Dr. Martin responded 

to Ritmeyer’s criticism with more evidence. See “A Critique by Dr. Leen Ritmeyer and a 

rebuttal by Dr. Ernest L. Martin.”  DWS 

Jewish historian Flavius Josephus was educated in Jerusalem and was a leader of the Jewish 

rebellion in Galilee early in the war. He fought against Rome. He was captured by the 

Romans but changed his allegiance to help the Roman army as an intermediary. He helped 

the Romans conquer Jerusalem and he was present at the destruction of Jerusalem and espe-

cially at the last stronghold — the burning of the Jewish Temple. 

Josephus was rewarded by Emperor Vespasian and his son Titus (himself a Roman Emperor). 

Josephus wrote two history books relevant to the location of the Temple and Fort Antonia. 

The first was The Wars of the Jews and the second was The Antiquities of the Jews, available 

at an interesting website “The Works of Flavius Josephus,” William Whiston translation. These 

books by Josephus are free, searchable, and have good analysis of the work of Josephus. 

The Number of Troops in a Roman Legion 

Josephus used the Greek term tagma alternatively with the Latin term legio interchangeably, 

as both meant “legion.” Josephus specifically stated that King Herod the Great constructed 

Fort Antonia to hold 5,000+ Roman troops at Fort Antonia in Jerusalem during the Jewish 

festivals, when fights often broke out between Jewish religious and political factions. 

Josephus said that Jewish people were combative and large-scale fights broke out. The 

Roman troops assisted Jewish troops to help keep the peace during these times when more 

than a hundred thousand people were in the Jerusalem area every spring and fall. 

Objection to Josephus’ Statements that tagma = legio 

Some claim tagma (a Greek term) in Josephus referred to a “cohort” (a Latin term) which 

numbered 500 men in that military unit, and that Antonia only held a “cohort” of troops for 

security of the Temple AND Antonia during Jewish festivals to deal with tens of thousands of 

people.  

Josephus wrote that Antonia was larger and more massive than the Temple sanctuary in 

Jerusalem. However, there is NO evidence that any such larger building existed north of the 

traditional “Temple Mount.”1 

Roman Historian Dio Cassius  

Dio Cassius wrote 80 books about Roman history. He directly used the Greek term tagma and 

states it means the same as a legio (a legion) of Roman troops. The ideal number of troops in 

a Roman legion was about 5,400 men.  

NOTE: Later, after 400 AD, the term tagma did refer to a troop numbering about 600 

men. This was because the primary military formation was slowly changing from an 

 
1 See my article “JAWS of the Jerusalem Temples,” November 2021, where I present my synopsis of 

the Gihon Temple evidence, based on Dr. Martin’s Temples That Jerusalem Forgot, free online.  DWS 

https://www.askelm.com/temple/t010513.htm
https://www.askelm.com/temple/t010513.htm
mailto:https://www.ccel.org/j/josephus/works/JOSEPHUS.HTM
https://www.askelm.com/temple/t211101.pdf
mailto:https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/index.asp
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infantry formation to a cavalry formation during the late-Roman empire. In that period, 

tagma no longer meant what it did in the time of Josephus or during the past that Dio 

Cassius wrote about. Search the term “Tagma” online.  DWS 

Here is what Josephus wrote at the time of the Jewish rebellion, 66 to 70 AD: 

“... for a Roman LEGION [TAGMA, in Greek] was permanently quartered there, and 

at the festivals took up positions in arms around the porticoes to watch the peo-

ple and repress any insurrection movement.” 

Josephus, Wars of the Jews 5.244 

Traditional View of Temple-Antonia Dr. Ernest Martin’s View of Temple-Antonia 

How do we know that the Greek term tagma means the same as the Latin term legio/legion 

or today “legion.” Note what Dio Cassius a Greek author whose Roman histories were written 

in Greek and later translated to Latin. The text below is in Greek. 

Dio’s Roman History 9 (books 71-80) contains the tagma = legio identifier, Loeb edition, 

linked specifically to pages 30–31. In the book the Greek text is on the left-hand pages, and 

the English translation is on the right-hand page. I put them below with the English and then 

the Greek with boxes and arrows connecting the crucial words. I enlarged the texts for 

clarity: 

 

 

Fort Antonia 

Temple 

Temple 
Fort Antonia 

https://archive.org/details/dios-roman-history.-vol.-9-loeb-177/page/n19/mode/2up?q=division
https://archive.org/details/DioCassiusRomanHistory9books7180WithIndices/Dio%20Cassius%20Roman%20History%209%20%28books%2071-80%20with%20indices/page/n33/mode/2up?q=rain
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David Sielaff 
david@askelm.com 

The texts within the boxes are used just as Josephus uses the terms a century earlier — 

interchangeably.  

Read the text in Dio’s Roman History 72.3 (Ernest Cary translation, Loeb Edition, volume 9, 

pages 30–31). Dio is writing specifically about events occurring about 100 years after the 

destruction of Jerusalem not near Jerusalem or Israel. For the period Dio is writing about the 

Roman military organizations did not change much from 70 AD. 

While some may try to claim, well, Dio lived a long time after Josephus. Yes, Dio wrote some 

150 years after Josephus from c. 165 – c. 235 AD, but the term tagma did not become 
exclusively a cavalry term until some 100 years after Dio Cassius died. 

 
See also my 2017 Commentary: “Fort Antonia, Josephus, a Contradiction?” - January 1, 
2017. 

 
Also examine Dr. Martin’s article, “The Temple Mount and Fort Antonia” (1998). 

 
See also Dr. Martin’s chapters about Fort Antonia in Temples That Jerusalem Forgot: 

Chapter 1 – “What Was the Haram Esh-Sharif?” 

Chapter 2 – “The Roman Fortress at Jerusalem” 

Chapter 3 – “The Largeness of Fort Antonia” 

Chapter 4 – “Fort Antonia Was a Roman City” 

Chapter 5 – “The Haram Esh-Sharif was Fort Antonia” 

Chapter 6 – “The Rock and the Fortress of Antonia” 

Chapter 7 – “The Significance of the "Rock" Under the Dome of the Rock” 
 

mailto:david@askelm.com
https://www.askelm.com/news/n170101.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/temple/t980504.htm
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/index.asp
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples001.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples002.pdf
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https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples004.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples005.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples006.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/TempBook/temples007.pdf

