
 

Foot Washing 

Commentary for July 1, 2026 — WHY Did Jesus Wash His Disciples Feet? 

by Richard Pieremont  

(Printed with permission) DWS 

After the last meal Jesus had with His Disciples an unusual incident took place that has become 

a vital part of many Christian ceremonial observances. The scripture relates that when supper 

had ended Jesus got up, removed His outer clothing, and wrapped Himself in a cloth. Only 

John’s Gospel tells what then happened. 

“Thereafter He is draining water into the basin and begins washing the feet of the 

disciples and wiping them off with the cloth with which He was girded.”  

• John 13:5 CLV 

The underlined word “washing” is translated from the Greek “nipto” that means, “to wash a 

specific part of the body” and in this scripture it referred to the feet. Continuing on, in John 

13, we read, 

“He is coming then to Simon Peter and he is saying to Him, ‘Lord, You are 

washing my feet!’” 

• John 13:6 CLV 

Peter, it seems, was surprised and questioned the appropriateness of his Lord stooping to the 

lowly act of washing his feet. Peter may have felt somewhat uncomfortable allowing Jesus to 

do what Peter may have regarded as the work of a servant. But notice what Jesus then said to 

Peter. It is the key to the whole foot washing incident. 

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘What I am doing you are not aware at present, 

yet you will know after these things.’” 

• John 13:7 CLV 

Peter was told that he would not understand right then, but he would understand at a future 

time. It is evident from what Jesus said to Peter, that there was something that needed to be 

understood, indicating that the act of foot washing was more than it appeared to be. It may 

have seemed to Peter that Jesus was lowering Himself and becoming a servant to His disciples 

and that is how this incident has been perpetuated. Peter’s apparent amazement prompted 

him to further say in objection, 

“‘Under no circumstances should You [Jesus] be washing my feet,’ and he added 

‘for the eon’ [for the entire age].” 

• John 13:8 CLV 

Then Jesus firmly made the situation clearer to Peter telling him that if he disallowed Jesus to 

wash his feet, he would be denied the part he was to play as a disciple of his Lord. While Peter 

did not understand what was going on he was smart enough to know what was good for him 

and he quickly retracts his objection and suggests that he would allow Jesus to wash more than 
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just his feet. Notice what John relates.  

“‘If ever I should NOT be washing you, you are having no part with me.’  

 Simon Peter is saying to Him, ‘Lord, not my feet only, but the hands also and the 

head.’” 

• John 13:8–9 CLV 

Before he met Jesus, Peter had been an ordinary man earning his living as a fisherman. 

He was still an ordinary man, but he was aware there of the vast difference between himself 

and the man they all called their teacher and friend, and the one they believed was the Son of 

God. Now that Man was about to wash what Peter may well have considered being the lowliest 

part of his body. Jesus then said,  

“‘He who is bathed has no need except to wash his feet, but is wholly clean. And 

you are clean, but not all.’  

 For He was aware who is giving Him up. Therefore He said that ‘Not all of you are 

clean.’” 

• John 13:10–11 CLV 

It is interesting to note here the wording in verse 10 in the above scripture. It uses two different 

renderings of the Greek in relation to the washing. The first is the past particle of the verb “… 

he who is bathed” and it has a different meaning to the second “… has no need except to 

wash.”  

Taking the second rendition first, it is found that the Greek word used is the same as that 

used in verse 5 of John 13. That is “nipto” meaning “to wash a specific part of the body.” But 

the past particle of the verb, “… he who is bathed” is the Greek “louo” which means to “bathe 

the whole body, a complete cleansing.” 

What then was it that Christ Jesus did that completely cleansed the disciples and indeed all of 

us as well? It was not His act of foot washing. It was His act of dying! The foot washing incident 

was just as symbolic in nature as had been the bread and the wine in their relationship to the 

body and blood of the Lord Jesus. When Jesus said in John 13:7: “… what I am doing you are 

not aware at present …” 

Jesus was referring to His imminent act of dying, not foot washing! Notice verse 13 of John 

chapter 13, Jesus begins to explain so that afterward (after these things) they would all remem-

ber and understand after His death, what the attention to their feet really meant. 

“You are shouting to Me ‘Teacher!’ and ‘Lord!’ and you are saying ideally, for I 

am. 

 If then I, the Lord and the Teacher wash your feet, you also OUGHT to wash one 

another’s feet. For an EXAMPLE I have given you that, according as I do to you, 

YOU ALSO may be doing.” 

• John 13:13–15 CLV 

Note the underlined words “OUGHT” and “EXAMPLE” in the above scripture. The Greek word 

that is translated as “ought” is “opheilo” or “opheileo” It means “to owe, to be under obliga-

tion.” Jesus wanted His followers to be under obligation to one another, duty-bound to care 
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for each other and to serve one another in love.  

The Greek for the word “EXAMPLE” is “hupodeigma,” meaning “an exhibit (for imitation), a 

specimen or pattern.” Jesus was setting a pattern to be imitated not of washing feet that was 

the symbol and indeed a parabolic teaching of that which He intended.  

His intention was that these men, the human strength of the ecclesia, through their remem-

brance of His symbolic action of washing their feet would be obliged to be duty bound to each 

other’s care with the same love with which He had loved them (John 15:12–14). He carried 

out His obligation to pay for their lives and ours with His own.  

He told them later that a man could have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friend. 

That was the kind of love with which He loved them, and that was the kind of love that He was 

perpetuating in all those who followed Him. It would be the collective personality within the 

Body of Christ and the means whereby His followers would be identified (John 13:34–35). 

The Body of Christ 

The body of Christ, the Ecclesia of God, those within the assembly, how is it formed? Is there 

a clue within the events that took place during the evening of the last supper? Indeed, there 

is, and the answer may be surprising in its simplicity.  

When Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, He was setting a pattern for them to remember the kind 

of love with which He had loved them. But He was also teaching them something more in the 

symbolism of their feet! 

These men were to perform a special service in that they would be the teachers in the spreading 

of the Gospel of Christ, and this was an important position for which they had been chosen. 

Their feet were in fact the symbol of their position within the Body of Christ. Notice what 

Jesus said to them when He washed their feet. 

“Verily, verily, I am saying to you, A slave is not greater than his Lord, neither is 

an apostle greater than He Who sends him.” 

• John 13:16 CLV 

Jesus knew His place. He wanted the disciples to also know their place. Jesus knew He was 

not greater than His Father and He wanted those that had been given to Him to understand 

they were not greater than their master Jesus.  

God the Father was the head of Christ and Christ was the head of His body which was: the 

apostles and disciples of Christ, and all believers in Christ’s resurrection from the dead. 

The apostle Paul tells us … 

“Consequently, then, no longer are YOU guests and sojourners, but are fellow-

citizens of the saints and belong to God’s family, being built on the foundation  

of the apostles and prophets, the capstone of the corner being Jesus Christ 

Himself …” 

• Ephesians 2:19–20 CLV 
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The foundation of a body is the feet! Christ, we know, is the head of His body and it becomes 

evident that the disciples were the foundation of that Body. They were the feet! This was a 

new “creature,” formed also in the image of God as Adam had been formed in the beginning 

during the creation. This body of Christ has a head who is Jesus Himself from His position 

beside the Father. It also has a foundation being the feet of the apostles and prophets and 

between the Head and the feet there are many other members of the body. 

Some are seen and others are unseen; some are evident others are obscure. Insomuch as the 

body parts of physical human beings are unaware of each other; for a hand has no knowledge 

of the existence of another hand just like itself, and the left leg does not consult the right arm 

to allow movement. 

Oftentimes members of Christ’s Body are unknown to each other, but all are equal and all are 

known to God (1 Corinthians 12:14–31). It is the collective form, with which the followers of 

Christ can identify, and its members can only be really known by the self-sacrificing love that 

Jesus himself advocated and indeed commanded His followers should have for each other. 

It is that love which displays the freedom we all have as believers of God’s Word and the faith 

we have in Christ Jesus. Paul was clear in his explanation to the Corinthians regarding the 

things done for conscience sake. He said: 

“Then, whether you are eating or drinking, or anything you are doing,  

DO ALL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.  

 And become NOT a stumbling block  

[1] to Jews as well as  

[2] to Greeks and  

[3] to the ecclesia of God,  

 according as I also am pleasing all in all things, 

 not seeking my own expedience, but 

 [seeking] that of the many, that they may be saved.” 

• 1 Corinthians 10:31–33 KJV 
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