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What Can We Do Now?
Commentary for February 1, 2026 — By Dr. Ernest Martin (1978)

Editor’s Note: Dr. Ernest Martin wrote this short article as Director of the Founda-
tion for Biblical Research (FBR). The principles he wrote about still apply with [ASK]
today. In this update where Dr. Martin referred to the “Foundation for Biblical
Research.” I inserted [ASK] ( “Associates for Scriptural Knowledge) instead of FBR.
Dr. Martin:

There are two noble principles of life which can make everyone’s existence here on
earth a happy and worthwhile experience. The first principle involves you; the second
principle [involves] the rest of humanity and all of God’s creation.

The first "commission” assignhed to each of us is to concentrate on ourselves being
happy. The word “happy” is being used in a general sense without entering into spe-
cifics. The reasons for this should be evident enough because what makes one person
extremely happy may be a bore to others.

Each person decides for themselves what makes us happy in a specific sense and
each of us then tries to accomplish it with all one’s heart — without being selfish and
harmful to others.

This brings us to the second point. One’s own happiness can only be a reality when
others around you are also happy and have a fulfilling life. If you can help others
accomplish a joy in their lives, it will rebound back onto you in the form of happiness.

This is what Christ taught us as a cardinal principle. “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself” (Matthew 22:39 KJV). Christ did not teach that one ought to denigrate
oneself, but simply that one’s treatment of others ought to be as a person would do
to and for oneself.

This is why you, yourself, are the most important individual in the world. If you treat
yourself properly and have high esteem for yourself, you are properly equipped to
show the same treatment to others. Under no circumstances should you or I export
our beliefs or manner of life to others unless we are happy with ourselves and have
something constructive to give to others.

If either you or I are miserable in life (and all of us are never pleased with ourselves
at all times), then that is when others can help us with our difficulties. But such times
are not the occasion for us to start “helping” others.
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That is why the first priority in answering the question "What Can We Do Now?” is to
get ourselves into a condition of happiness and joy as best we can. Only then can the
second part of a profitable life be accomplished — helping others. And for the Chris-
tian, if he or she will go about the task of living happily with the overall desire of
loving and serving God (Matthew 22:37), then the proper formula for an abundant
life is well within one’s grasp.

“Teacher, what is the great precept in the law?’
Now He [Jesus] averred to him,

"You shall be loving the Lord your God with your whole heart,
and with your whole soul, and with your whole comprehen-
sion.”

This is the great and foremost precept. Yet the second is like it:
"You shall be loving your associate as yourself.”

On these two precepts is hanging the whole law and the proph-
ets.”

e Matthew 22:36-40 CLV

The fact is, the first "commission” from God that all of us have is to get ourselves as
supremely happy and satisfied with life as we can, based on God’s great law of love.

The second “commission” is to strive heartily to grant this happiness to all others
one comes in contact with (in an individual way).

A third “"commission” might be an extension of the second. There are many organiza-
tions of fellow humans who have the same basic goals, and you can cooperate with
them to accomplish the first two “commissions” That’s where [ASK] (or other organi-
zations like us) can be worthwhile. [ASK] certainly does not have a monopoly in
accomplishing good for people, but the center of our activities is to secure that very
thing.

Our thrust is in the field of education — principally to demonstrate what the wonder-
ful teachings of the biblical revelation have to give for mankind’s welfare and happi-
ness. We feel our task is very important.

The only “commission” that we have is no different than that which God has given to
each of us as individuals; but we look on our efforts together (all of us pooling some
of our resources) as a combined way to show love to our friends, to all in the world,

and even to ourselves. And we are attempting to do it through the field of education.

How important education is! You will recall the classic example which has been
repeated many times but is appropriate here: Give a starving man a fish and he may
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be starving tomorrow — but teach him how to fish and where he can find the fish,
and he will not starve again. Besides the importance of the biblical teaching of grace
(and the salvation in Christ associated with it), the Bible puts knowl/edge of biblical
matters next in importance. “Yet be growing in grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18 CLV).

What the world needs now is not more scientific knowledge (as good or bad as it may
be), but it is the knowledge — the true knowledge — of the biblical revelation. Why?

Because its knowledge in the ultimate sense is based squarely on the concept of love
— love towards God, love towards man, and love towards one’s own self. What more
noble principle is there to share with all mankind than that biblical virtue? There is no
better thing to learn!

The teaching of Scripture in a proper way is most essential to show what the fullness
of the biblical revelation has to offer mankind. [ASK] was founded to accomplish this
very thing. And though we are small, we feel that the concepts behind our desires to
serve mankind with education in Scriptural matters may well spring into much
greater influence.

As far as we know, God has not given us any special "commission” to do what we are
doing. We are simply doing what we do because we are told to love our fellow man.

Our work is a means — a major one as we see it — to show how God loves man.
We feel that the matter of education in biblical teachings is of utmost importance.

e It is proper knowledge that makes one see the need for Christ and His message.

e It is an educated person in biblical matters that can allow a person to keep a
freedom from the religious slavery so prominent in some places today.

e It is education that can reveal the beauties of the Bible in all their splendor.

e It is biblical knowledge that discloses the reason for life at the present, and
where it will all lead.

e It is scholarship that allows the Bible to be translated into every language of the
world so that all can share in its worth.

e It is simple learning that distinguishes humanity from brute beasts.

e Education is one of the major attainments most recommended by the wise men
of the Bible, and the very first proverb in the Book of Proverbs is:

“"The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge; Wisdom and
admonition the foolish ones despise.”
e (Proverbs 1:7 CLV)
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[ASK] emphasizes knowledge, and instruction in all biblical matters. So, "What Can
We Do Now?” By working together, we can help educate the world in the finest princi-
ples known to man —

1. the principles of love to God,
2. proper respect for our fellowman, and

3. to show a real concern to ourselves.

All of us together can not only help our present generation, but when we are gone (if
Christ has not yet come back) we can leave a legacy of our experiences based upon
our education of the good that we have learned from the Bible. While billions of
dollars flow into the reserves of the major universities given by well-meaning people
who wish to leave something of worth to future generations (and this is good and
fine!), we have something that may be better. We can give here and nhow some beau-
tiful teachings of the Bible, and we can be worthwhile in helping future generations as
well.

Our present responsibilities are to learn to be happy with ourselves (as best we can),
then to export that happiness to all with whom we come in contact, and finally to
share our experiences with others so that our present generation and those that
come later will say that we have not neglected our duty.

If we do all this as a gesture of showing real love and respect to God and His Son
Jesus Christ, then we not only will have a joy ourselves, but we will be meeting our
responsibilities to all in the universe. Our efforts will not be in vain!

Really, it is not so much to ask the question: "What Can We Do Now?” — but it is this
request:

“"God give me the opportunities and the gumption to do what I am sup-
posed to do.”

The world is waiting — on you!

Ernest Martin, 1978

David Sielaff, 2026
david@askelm.com



