
 

Introduction to the ASK Timeline Project 

Commentary for January 1, 2026 — Who Knew Charts Could Be So Interesting? 

Below is an Introduction and information to the “ASK Timeline Project” is also known as the 

“ELM Timeline Project.” (The words with the line are also in the “January 2026 Newsletter.” 

Dr. Ernest L. Martin (died January 2002) is the founder of Associates for Scriptural 

Knowledge (A.S.K.). You can review his biography and can access most of his writings on 

the A.S.K. website (https://www.askelm.com). You may freely explore the timeline charts. 

Dr. Martin developed the basics of his biblical timeline in the top two articles listed on the 

following page. He believed that the chronology given in the Bible was correct when it is 

correctly understood and that the current secular dates of the difficult periods of time was 

based on fragmented and false information. He developed his base timeline outline around 

the AH (year of man [“After Human”]) dates (that is, Adam was born [fully grown] in the 

year 1) and did not normally give corresponding BC [Before Christ] dates for events in the 

past. But Dr. Martin did set anchor points for BC and AD dates for the birth of Christ and 

His death and resurrection. He generally felt that the secular dates for the Persian and Neo-

Babylonian periods were off by up to 30 or 40 years.  

The points and rules (see next pages) he applied to the development of his chronology of 

[time from] Adam to Christ lends itself to various scenarios regarding when the 4000-year 

period to Christ ended and the assigning of BC dates [to significant events]. In the sample 

Charts TL-4a through TL-4h the 4000-year period is taken as ending when Christ died and 

was resurrected. From this anchor point BC dates are determined by working backward 

from that date. Other scenarios changing the BC dates can be obtained by selecting a dif-

ferent end date for the 4000-year period of man. Alternatives are planned for future devel-

opment of this timeline. A timeline for Christ is provided by charts TL-1a to TL-1k. 

In the development of this timeline. the events shown [are] from Dr. Martin’s articles, and 

are used to anchor the timeline. All other dates for events and time frames are initially 

based on the understanding of Dr. Martin and other authors. The Bible timeline (while 

based on these anchoring events in the life of Christ and other understandings of 

Dr. Martin) is to be considered A WORK IN PROGRESS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

due to new evidence and understanding as they become known.  

Below are two sections of procedure and assumptions by compilers Henry Dye & Tim Parrott 

Important Points/Rules of the Author (Ernest Martin) 

1. Bible: The Chronology of the Bible is correct. It is the standard that should be used to 

interpret secular history. Historical dates during the Babylonian and Persian periods given 
to us by the establishment historians are based on fragmentary king lists, dates, and 

astronomical observations subject to misinterpretations. (Ref: M01) 

https://www.askelm.com/Timeline/Timeline.pdf
https://www.askelm.com/newsletter/l202601.PDF
https://www.askelm.com/
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2. Patriarch’s Lives: The length of the lives of the early patriarchs determines the chronol-

ogy from Adam to the end of Joseph’s life. (Ref: M01) 

3. Abraham’s Birth: Abraham was not the first born of Terah. Terah was not 70 years old 

when Abraham was born’ Terah was 130 years old. Genesis 11:26, 32 and Acts 7:4. 
(Ref: M01) 
God’s Covenant with Abraham: God’s covenant with Abraham occurred in the 99th 

year of Abraham’s life when his name was changed from Abram to Abraham. (Ref: M01) 

4. Year Length Reckoning: All years in the Bible are reckoned as WHOLE YEARS (parts of 

years are not counted). (Ref: M01) 

5. Birth Date: A baby’s first legal year is reckoned in biblical chronology as having com-

menced at the previous New Year’s day which is always acknowledged as being Rosh Ha-
Shanah (the Day of Trumpets); that is, the first day of the Jewish month of Tishri which 
is near Autumn time on our modern calendars (September/October). (Ref: M01) 

6. Numbers: All indications pertaining to “years” in biblical chronology employ the cardinal 
use of numbers (like, one, two, three, four, etc.) and not ordinal numbers (such as, first, 

second, third, fourth, etc.). (Ref: M01) 

7. Death and Length of Life. When a person is dead, the whole of the year in which he 
died was reckoned as a part of the length of his life. (Ref: M01) 

8. Divided Kingdom Years: The tally of years provided by the Judaic kings (Solomon to 
Zedekiah) are the standard for determining the chronology of this period and not the 

Israelite kings [of the non-Davidic northern Kingdom of Israel DWS], The standard in the 
Bible is always Judah and those reigning in Jerusalem (the descendants of King David). 
(Ref: M01) 

9. Divided Kingdom Years. The tally of length of rule is reckoned as “whole years” and 
not parts of years. This is known as the accession method of counting the years of a king. 

If a king died during a part of the year of his reign, the whole of the year was awarded to 
the king (though dead), while his son who took over the rule would not have his reign 
reckoned as starting until the next New Year’s day (the Day of Trumpets) after the death 

of his father. Also, if a king’s rule did not extend beyond New Year’s day (i.e., he only 
ruled 3 months or so) his short reign was not even counted in the 429 years from Solo-

mon’s year 4 to the last year of Zedekiah’s reign, the last King of Judah. (Ref: M01) 

10. 70 Years Exile Period: The 70 years is the correct exile framework, but it did not com-
mence until 1 year after the end of Zedekiah’s rule and the exile of the people of Judah 

to Babylon. Why? The exile was to be 70 years because Judah did not keep the seventh-
year sabbatical rest of the land in the previous 490 years. But in the year after the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, Jeremiah commanded the Jews to remain in 
the Land of Judah and continue to farm the land. See Jeremiah 40:9–12, 42:10. So the 
years following the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple did NOT include a year of 

Sabbatical rest for the Land of Judah as the 70 years prophecy of Jeremiah said would 
occur. Only when the Jews with Jeremiah refused to obey Jeremiah and decided to go to 

Egypt did the 70 years prophecy begin to take effect. So, this also means that it was 71 
years from the last year of Zedekiah to year “one” of Cyrus’ [King of Medes and Persians, 
DWS] rule over Babylon. (Ref: M01) 

11. Daniel’s 70 Week Prophecy. This prophecy has a Sabbatical years’ theme associated 
with it and provides the bridge to some time in the life of Jesus Christ if we can deter-

mine when the prophecy starts. (Ref: MO1) 
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12. Years from Adam to the Messiah: 4000 (Ref: M01) 

13. Length of God’s Plan for Man: There are strong scriptural reasons (and early Jewish 
sources) that indicate man’s time on this earth was to be 7000 years (56000 + 1000 of 

Christ’s rule] followed by a new earth and the final judgment/training period of 1000 
years. (Ref: M01) 

14. Biblical and Secular Chronology Links. Old Testament chronology links up with secu-

lar chronology at Nebuchadnezzar’s 19th year and with the first year of Cyrus’ rule over 
Babylon. But are the current secular dates for these events accurate? Some doubts exist. 

(Ref: M01] 

15. Length of Affliction of the “seed” of Abraham: 400 years (Ref: M01); Time in Egypt 

was about 240 years. 

16. Tiberius’ 15th Year: 27–28 AD (Ref: M06) 

Other Points by Dr. Martin; How to Understand Biblical Chronology  

Point 1: Dr. Martin felt that God had deliberately made the various points of the Daniel sev-
enty weeks prophecy problematic in order to keep one from setting certain and secure dates 

for the fulfillment of its prophecies. But he also considered the prophecy to be exact and pre-
cise and that God would increase the knowledge of these prophecies as time progresses 

towards the end of the age. (Ref: M01)  

Point 2: The eclipse records and historical data of the Assyrians, Babylonians and Persians 

are not the accurate guide to the chronology of the past that some people may think. The 
selective use of only seven lunar eclipses by Ptolemy over a period of 400 years for support-

ing his chronology of the Babylonian and Persian records is very weak from the statistical 
point of view since there were over 300 eclipses during that time span. There are also many 
eclipses mentioned by classical writers as having occurred which do not fit Ptolemy’s eclipse 

chronology. Eclipses occur in cycles. Every 18 years 11 and 1/3 days the same type of eclipse 
will happen again. In 54 years and one month, the same type of eclipse will occur again in 

virtually the same part of the sky and with the same amount of the shadow of the earth on 
the moon. So, dates based on eclipses could be as much as 36 to 54 years out of phase with 
the actual events of history. Even Ptolemy’s contemporaries, such as Plutarch, said that the 

historical records of the time were under debate. Scholars have taken the eclipse records and 

forced them to accord with Ptolemy. (Ref: M02; M07) [See “Chronological Falsehoods” DWS] 

Point 3: The year in which Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar is 
the crucial link-year between the Bible and the secular world. This is true since from this year 

onward the Bible gives only prophetical time indications until the advent of the Messiah. The 
world believes this date to be 586, 587 or 588 BC. Many in the past have proposed earlier 

and later dates. (Ref: M02) 

Point 4: Dr. Martin states that there were only 19 kings of Judah from the death of Solomon 

down to Zedekiah, the last king of Judah. If you count them up you get 20 but 1 of these was 
a woman. Dr. Martin does not elaborate why he says 19 but since one was a woman and 

therefore technically not a king it is a true statement. God likely considers Athaliah’s usurpa-

tion to be illegitimate meaning the hidden child Joash was actually the king. (Ref: M06)  

Point 5: The 70 years of desolation mentioned in 2nd Chronicles 36:19-23 are the same 
years as the 70 years exile from the land that Daniel in Daniel 9 was trying to understand. 

(Ref: M06) 

https://www.askelm.com/prophecy/p980304.htm
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Point 6: Darius the Mede took over the kingdom of Babylon when it was 62 years in exist-

ence. In the 1st year of Darius, after 62 years of the 70 years, Daniel was beginning to see 

the end of the 70-year period. (Ref: M06) 

Point 7: The 70 “weeks” prophecy of Daniel chapter 9 (that is divided into 4 parts) seems to 

say that the time frame is “cut out” of history and may not all be consecutive. (Ref: M06) 

Point 8: Bringing full harmony into all chronological aspects of the Persian and Neo-

Babylonian periods in history is the central problem between biblical history and secular 
history. This period, backwards from 375 BC in the later Persian period to the start of the 
seventh century BC, is not sufficiently known with exactitude. This presents a difficulty 

because all of the prophecies of the Old Testament that have a chronological basis attached 

to them have their beginnings or endings with this crucial period. (Ref: M07) 

Point 9: Dr. Robert R. Newton (an astronomer from John Hopkins University) proved in his 
book The Crimes of Claudius Ptolemy that Ptolemy actually manufactured his eclipse records 

that he claimed to have observed in the early records that have been used by all modern 
authorities to justify the chronological basis for the Neo-Babylonian and Persian periods of 

time. This means that the accepted date of the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar by current histo-
rians is most likely in error. Why is this important? Because this is the point in the Old Testa-
ment where we can attach the prophecies of Daniel to several dates. There is much proof in 

the accounts of classical writers who lived within the crucial period that does not support 

Ptolemy’s dates. (Ref: M07) 

Point 10: Two Prophetic Keys 

The first key is Ecclesiastes 3:14–15 which states that to understand future history one 

must consider the former things (same type of events) for God applies the repetition of 
historical and chronological events (quite often in a three-fold and circularity manner) as a 

means to develop a future history.  

The second key is, if God mentions a chronological time period as important, it is prudent 
to reckon that interpretation in future contexts in which prophetic matters are being dis-

cussed. This then points to a period that God considers a “Great Generation” period versus 
a normal generation period that we reckon as being about 30 or 40 years long. This “Great 

Generation” period is 100 years because God told Abraham that a period of 400 years 
equals 4 generations in prophetic teaching in Genesis 15:13–16. Could this be then that 
the End-Time period overall will be 100 years long (consider the examples of Abraham’s 

commission at 75 and the New Testament period of 3 BC to 98 AD and Christ’s reference 
to “this generation” in Matthew 24:32–34). Using this concept Dr. Martin speculates on 

other [various] return dates for Christ based on the 2000th anniversary of the death of 
Christ and the revealing of “the Mystery” to Paul. All that is set forth as speculation by Dr. 
Martin and not the setting of dates (Ref: M08). 

 

ASK Links about Chronology 

“Chronology - The Key to Prophetic Understanding Part 1” 

“Chronology - The Key to Prophetic Understanding Part 2” 

“New Discoveries in Chronology and Prophecy” 

“The Chronology of New Testament Times”  

Edited by David Sielaff 
david@askelm.com 
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