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Drought In The Middle East

December 1, 2025 — and North Africa; Is This God’s Punishment?

Baghdad, the capital of Iraq with 8 million people, lies between the Euphrates and the Tigris,
which are two large rivers. The ancient city of Babylon was 78 miles south. Baghdad at
present is running out of drinking water, as both rivers are greatly diminished. See the article
“The Middle East is running dry as water scarcity threatens millions.” Quoting the article:

“From Tunisia to Iran, and from Turkey to the Arabian Peninsula, millions are
living with little — or at times no — water at all. ... Once fertile, the marshy
Mesopotamia region — considered the cradle of civilization — is now parched,
and parts of southern Iraq may soon become uninhabitable.”

The capital of Iran is Tehran, a city of 15 million people. It is also suffering from drought.
Tehran is some 80 miles south of the southern shore of the Caspian Sea, the largest fresh-
water lake in the world. The Caspian Sea is shallow, and its water is brackish with minerals.
It is shrinking at a fast rate. The greatest inflow of the Caspian Sea is from the Volga River in
Russia. Industrial use of Volga water diminishes its flow into the Caspian Sea. And rainfall has
been low for several years.

Likewise, the level of the Sea of Galilee has declined. A small lake, the Sea of Galilee fills from
the Jordan River in the north and outlets to the Jordan River to the south. Israel and Jordan
both draw water from the River for farming. This water use has caused the Dead Sea to shrink
over decades. This problem of water supply is also occurring in the larger area called MENA
(Middle East, North Africa), meaning the countries of the Middle East and northern Africa.!

God Controls Rain

Rain is necessary for life on God’s earth. God gives rain (Job 5:10) by causing water to col-
lect in and fall from clouds (Joel 2:23). Rain demonstrates God’s greatness (Job 36:26-27);
His goodness toward mankind (Acts 14:17) — because God sends rain upon all people —
the evil and the good (Matthew 5:45). For those reasons and more, we should praise God for
giving rain to all (Psalm 147:7-8; Hebrews 6:7).

Also, God should be feared regarding rain (Jeremiah 5:24). Too much rain can be God’s judg-
ment on people when river valleys and farmlands are flooded. However, there will never be
another worldwide flood. The rainbow after rain is a direct message from the living God to
you of God’s covenant to mankind — that He would never destroy the earth with another
flood (Genesis 9:11-15). See my February 2013 Commentary “Rainbows and the Flood.”

In Palestine, drought results from lack of heavy rains in November and December (Genesis

1 See the articles: November 2025, “Sea of Galilee water level falls to lowest point in decades,
alarming Israeli experts” and February 2025, “Drought Trends and Challenges in the MENA Region:
A Systematic Review.”



https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/middle-east-running-dry-water-060637328.html
https://www.askelm.com/news/n130215.pdf
https://www.ynetnews.com/environment/article/ry5y2dbgwe
https://www.ynetnews.com/environment/article/ry5y2dbgwe
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666592125000198
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666592125000198

2

12:10; 26:1-2). According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, article “"Drought”: from the middle of
May to about the middle of August the land of Palestine is dry. It is called the “drought of
summer” (Genesis 31:40; Psalm 32:4) and the land suffers (Deuteronomy 28:23, Psalm
102:4). Vegetation then can be preserved only by the morning dews (Haggai 1:11).

YHWH punished Israel in the wilderness for disobeying their covenant with YHWH. One pun-
ishment was that YHWH withheld water (drought), along with other punishments when the
people of Israel did not repent of their sinful ways, and turn to obey YHWH:

“Then the anger of Yahweh will grow hot against you, and He will restrain the heav-
ens so that THERE SHALL BE NO RAIN, and the ground, it shall not yield its crop,

and YOU WILL PERISH quickly off the good land that Yahweh is giving to you.”
e Deuteronomy 11:17 CLV

“Yahweh shall smite you ... with hot heat and DROUGHT, with blast and mildew, and
they will pursue you until you perish. Your heavens that are over your head will
come to be as copper [with no rain], and the earth that is beneath you as iron.
Yahweh shall make the rain of your land to be dust and soil-drifts; from the heav-
ens [instead of rain] it shall descend on you until YOU ARE EXTERMINATED."”

e Deuteronomy 28:22-24 CLV

Old Testament Droughts

In the Bible Abram traveled to Egypt to escape famine in the land God gave him. Drought
may have caused that famine, but the Nile River supplied water in spite of the desert. Abram
returned to Palestine. Jacob (Abraham’s grandson) moved his family to Egypt because of
famine throughout Palestine, and other areas (Genesis 41:56-42:3).

YHWH took Israel to a place of drought when they disobeyed His commands (Jeremiah 2:6,
17:8, 50:38; and Hosea 13:5). Elijah prophesied that YHWH would withhold rain for Israel’s
sins (1 Kings 17:1, 18:1, 41; Luke 4:25; James 5:17). Migrations of entire populations have
taken place throughout history. Remember also that besides causing rain to occur as He
wishes, God places people and nations where HE chooses for them to dwell (Acts 17:24-26).
Also, in the future, the “two witnesses” will have power to withhold rain (Revelation 11:3-7).

Future Trends (Not Prophecies)

God is in control, and He is the answer. The problem is not caused by global warming; tem-
peratures have not changed much over many centuries. When the people of Israel returned
to their land in the late 1940s, they began to plant trees all over the land of Israel. That
practice continues today, and it has a positive effect on the local ecosystem, unless God
overrules their actions.

If droughts continue in MENA lands, there will be migrations of people to Europe, the United

States, and to nations not affected by drought. The Arabian Peninsula nations, Iraq, Kuwait,
Iran, and Israel, will not be able to desalinate sea water indefinitely. Desalinization creates

quantities of concentrated minerals that cannot be left long in the deserts. This may be yet

another problem God will solve after Christ returns.
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