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: : % Let’s begin by asking, what am I referring to when I use the name or
A Y R b e %, the word Elohim? The word kb A [Hebrew; the letters are read right to
% [h M%anln o left] in Genesis 1:1 is a noun in the Hebrew language, that most English

' w. translators render as “God.” It means “God” in the SINGULAR, as far
as the English translation is concerned. Elohim occurs some 2,700 times

softhesWord =
thlIn Part 7. | in the Old Testament and it is always looked on in a grammatical sense
b i ; : ' as being PLURAL in number. The “-im” on the end of (Eloh-im),
B2 SREh. Y | signifies it to be PLURAL in Hebrew.!

Elohim is the plural form of two lesser-used words for “God” in the Hebrew Scriptures, the singular
words Eloha and Elyon, which themselves derive from a generic word for “God” indicated by the simple
Hebrew word “El.” This word “El” is part of the word “Elyon” and it is part of the word “Eloah” and it is
part of the word we are discussing in this lecture: Elohim.

El is often used itself in proper names for people or for places in a combination form, such as the place
of Bethel, where Jacob had his dream was at the village of Bethel. BETH means house or place in Hebrew
and El means “god” in the generic sense, in the singular sense. So you put the word BETH meaning house
and El associated with it in a combined form and you get Bethel. It means “the house (or place) of God.”

The root word is El, from which we get Eloah, Elyon, and of course the word Elohim, which is
grammatically in the plural.

! Editor’s Note: In this article I use the King James Version exclusively in this lecture, rather than the CLV, the Concordant
Literal Version. This 1994 lecture by Dr. Martin (which you can listen to, while you read along) uses the King James
Version in ways that would confuse the listener/reader if I changed the printed text to the CLV. DWS
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The basic word El signifies power, it can mean powerful, it can mean mighty. It could even apply to
authority, but essentially it means power or powerful.

So the personality that has this name El, Eloah, Elyon, or Elohim in the plural has the significance of
power associated with it. As I said before, El, Eloah, or Elyon are used in the singular with singular verbs
modifying them. But with Elohim we come into a different situation altogether. More often than not, in
fact in most occasions, Elohim, though it is plural in grammatical structure, it takes a singular verb in
almost all occasions; not every single one, but in most occasions.

The First Noun in the Bible

For example, the first noun in the whole Bible is Elohim. That’s right, the very first noun in the whole
Bible in Genesis 1:1 we find starts off by saying with a prepositional phrase “In the beginning ...” That is
how it is in most translations, or it could be “At first Elohim [or God] created the heavens and the earth.”

This word Elohim is the first noun used, it is in the plural form. He was the one, or this Elohim (in the
plural) created the heavens and the earth, but the word “created” [bara in Hebrew] is clearly singular. It is
governing the word Elohim which is a plural word. It seems there may be a grammatical mistake here. In
fact there is no mistake. It is deliberately rendered this way for a particular reason and we will see what
that reason is as we go along.

It is most important for us to understand our relationship to God, to Christ Jesus, to the ekklesia,
sometimes translated as the church. What we will be in the future, what we are even now, all of these
factors, all of these things which are important biblical teachings impinge upon our knowledge and under-
standing of the word Elohim or Who God is. We ought to know Who God is.

We have all types of people in the world who claim to worship God. We have them everywhere. Some
of them have a divine revelation, others do not. Some look at nature and think that they find God there.
Well, if they do, they are finding a certain type of being or spirits or whatever it might be that they claim
to be God.

We look into the Bible ourselves, to be able to understand what the ancient prophets, particularly Moses
and the later prophets, especially what Christ Jesus said and what the apostles said about God and about
His message for mankind. That is what we want to know.

So when these words are being used in the Hebrew and are used in a fashion that can in some cases
seem a little strange to us. We have to ask ourselves, why are they rendered in that way? That is what we
need to look at in this lecture.

Why is it that Elohim, the first noun, the first subject of the Bible is plural? But the verb that modifies
or governs what Elohim does, [that verb] is singular; and it is clearly singular.

Most times in the Bible you will find in the Old Testament where the word Elohim is used, it is governed
by singular verbs. Now let’s go to the New Testament.

God in the New Testament

The New Testament is written in Greek. There are many occasions where Christ and the apostles actu-
ally quoted Old Testament verses. We find in the New Testament that these are recorded for us, but they
are recorded in the Greek. We have a term for God today and we get it from the Greek.

The apostles, when they came across the word Elohim, they simply translated it in the New Testament
by the Greek word theos, in the singular. They are consistent in that. They do not ever translate it into the
plural in any form whatsoever. They were fully aware: the apostle Paul, Christ, and all those living in the
1** century. They were Jews, they understood the Old Testament very well. They used to speak Hebrew
without any problem. They understood the plurality of Elohim and how most often it was governed by
singular verbs and adjectives.

But when it came to translating the word into the Greek language, we find it consistently translated in
the New Testament by the Greek word theos. Eusebius, the first historian of Christindom and a brilliant
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individual. He quoted Plato in the 4™ century AD about the meaning of the word Theos. In actual fact it
meant a runner or someone who would run. He referred it to the heavenly stars, how they would move
across the heavens and they looked at it as “running through the heavens,” or a running of a race. That is
basically what the word 7Theos meant at first. It meant those who governed the heavens, the heavenly bodies.

That is the etymology of the term, but when it comes down to the real Greek terms by the time of Christ
and the apostles, this word was Theos, which meant the Diety, the divine personality and it is in the singular.
You can render it in the plural but it is not done in the New Testament when it is a translation of the Old
Testament word Elohim.

But as I said before, the word Elohim in Hebrew is gramatically, the whole structure of it, is plural. It
is actually used on occasion with plural verbs. This is used less often, but it is pretty easy to find out what
it means when this is done.

So sometimes we have Elohim with plural verbs and it is especially plural when it is used to denote the
heathen gods, or sometimes angels in the plural, and it will take a plural verb. As a matter of fact, the word
does not always refer to just God the Deity. It can refer in the Bible to angels, to human judges (the ancient
Judges of Israel were called Elohim because they had the powers of Elohim on them).

It can refer to Kings. Even David was called an Elohim. It can even mean human beings in general, as
in Psalm 82:6, and that Psalm by the way where it says “... and ye are gods,” was quoted by no less than
Jesus Himself in John 10:34 referring to the generality of the human race, meaning that we are all children
of Elohim.?

If we are children of Elohim, we are not children of bears, or jackals, or horses, or cats or dogs, we are
children of Elohim. We have the same type of being that we find God being.

Now that is the way the Old and the New Testament puts it, and we are considered as being Elohim
ourselves. So this word is kind of extensive in meaning. Most often, however, it does refer to the Diety,
but it is in the plural form. That is what we are looking at in this lecture.

Predominately single verbs and adjectives govern the word Elohim in the original Hebrew. Of course,
that is in the Old Testament. Plus the fact, as I said before, the New Testament writers always render it in
the Greek translation with a singular word theos.

This has given most scholars the feeling that the word basically, even in the Old Testament is basically
a singular word, or it is to be understood in a singular sense because it is governed on so many occasions
by singular verbs, yet there are certain ramifications to the words which denote a plurality. This is where
the “head-scratcher” comes, because just what is meant by that plural form, though it is used most often in
the singular.

Elohim As a Problem

This has given theologians great difficulties, especially in the 4™ and 5™ centuries of our era, and many
arguments went on at the time amongst the ecclesiastical people trying to figure out just what this was all
about. They went into great arguments about the whole thing, questions of the Trinity and many things like
that were discussed. Some people finally came to the belief that it was this way, and some believed it was
the other way, and so forth and so on.

Most of them, when you really analyze the arguments going on about this plurality of God within a
singular context, they did not really appeal to the Hebrew way or the Hebrew mind in these matters. They
adopted more than anything else the concepts of Plato and the Greek world. They actually went outside the
Bible, to the philosophers in Greece, in Rome, and places like that, to be able to determine why this peculi-
arity was found in the Scripture in relationship to God.

Why is “God” in grammatical structure in a plural form and why is it governed by singular verbs or
adjectives? This is a problem that we westerners have in particular have; and we have taken most of our

2 [Editor’s Note: I disagree with Dr. Martin regarding Psalm 82. The entities being judged in Psalm 82 are not people or
judges of Israel, neither are they angels. See my article “Elohim and the Sons of God, Part 1.” DWS ]
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beliefs from the Greeks and the Romans. There is nothing in those beliefs. They are perfectly fine, but
those philosophical principles, even the grammatical principles which we adopted into our Western culture
are those principles which we learned primarily through Gentile sources. Brilliant though they may be,
they are not biblical. See the point? They are not biblical.

What Can Be Done?

What you and I need to do is to go back to the biblical teaching of these matters. We need to understand
the biblical nuances, the biblical grammatical forms, the way the prophets and Moses, Christ, and the
apostles look at these things.

If we would go in that fashion, then we would begin to solve some of these problems that have plagued
the understanding of Westerners over the generations. So this singularity and the fact that even in Deuteron-
omy in what they call the Shema verse which says: “The Lord our God is ONE,” the number 1, and He is
One.

When you have that, you get the feeling that if He is One, how can Elohim be plural? But you know,
even there (and I will interject this right now); do you know that you can actualy get a plurality from one?
In the Bible you can, and it goes right back to the very first chapters of Genesis, and it is reiterated in the
New Testament.

It said when Adam was finally given Eve, his consort, his wife, that they became “one flesh.” Now they
continued to be two separate personalities, obviously, one female, one male. Two separate personalities
reckoned as one, “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). So even there the one can take on a plural meaning in certain
contexts. Indeed, when you look at the Scripture you will find that this term Elohim is governed in most
cases by a singular noun so it has that singularity to it, but its form is basically plural.

So just what is meant by this? It is most important that we find out. We find the singularity coming out
without any doubt, but within a plural form. Now, it gives us the feeling (it has given it to me in the past
anyway) that we are talking here about a particular word that in English is well known. And in all languages
we have this type of word. It is very familiar as a matter of fact.

We call such words “collective nouns.” Some people prefer to call them “uniplural words.” In English
we have plenty of collective nouns. Let me give you one that I am going to concentrate on in this lecture.
In fact, I am only going to give you one [example].

In the past I have given more. I have given quite a number of so-called collective nouns which could
be governed by singular verbs. In this lecture I am only going to give one English word. I will tell why I
will do it. It is because this word is a proper translation of a word from the Greek that you are very familiar
with and will note it in the teachings of the apostle Paul,

The word I will use, which is a collective noun, both in Great Britain, in the United States and in all the
English speaking world. The word I will use is “corporation.” Do you know what the word “corporation”
means? We normally associate it with a business of some kind don’t we? If you were establishing a business
you “incorporate.” If you have it established, you are a “corporation.”

What does the word “corporation” mean? It is simple; look it up in any dictionary. It comes from a
word which means “body” like the body that you have. You have a head, arms, legs, feet, toes, and fingers.
Your body is a singular body. But the apostle Paul uses that example to show plurality as I will show later.

We are all familiar with the usage of the word “corporation,” usually in business affairs. I lived in Great
Britain for 14 years and there we were accustomed to listen to the BBC, the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion. Most of us even on television today, we see programs that come from the BBC. You could think of
all types of corporations like that in the United States. Many businesses are corporations.

Often in British newspapers you will see singular verbs used if they are talking about the whole corpora-
tion together doing something. If, however, various board members of that corporation have different ideas
they very well may put a plural word there: “the corporation are doing this, are considering” this or that.
They are considering whether to go on this channel or opening up a new one. You see that quite often in
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Great Britain. You do not so much see that in the United States but still we have words that are similar.

Let me give you one example that [ said [ wasn’t going to introduce, but let me do it. The word “army,”
I have used that in the past. You might see headlines that say, “the army is on the march.” Every time you
see that word “army” you don’t think of just one person. You think of a body of people, a group of people
that are moving in unison together. There you have a singular verb that is governing a word, a collective
noun, which shows plurality to it. You cannot conceive of it in any other way.

The word “corporation” is the same. The “corporation” is doing this, or the corporation are doing that,
(if you are emphasizing the plural). It may be several organizations within the corporation. We happen to
deal in our business with Microsoft, and they have quite a number of programs that they use and other
companies associated with them. There may be one gigantic corporation, but at the same time they are
made up of various groups. So then on the BBC quite often you will see “the corporation IS doing this, or
the corporation ARE considering this.”

This word corporation means “body.” You could say the “British Broadcasting Body.” It makes sense
even today we would use something like that, but they use the word “corporation.” It sounds better.

The word corporation means “body” just like your body. Here is the reason I am using this term. We
have a New Testament definition of the word “body.” Now we come to it.

I am going to quote some of the Scriptures the apostle Paul uses to describe the Godhead, or let’s say
Christ Jesus Himself. Remember, Paul says that the ekklesia that we call the “church” sometimes, is the
BODY of Christ. You could actually say “the corporation of Christ” and be perfectly proper. In fact, the
best thing to do is to change it to “corporation” because you will begin to realize that it is a bit like a
business corporation. Here is the president, several vice-presidents maybe, you might have a treasurer,
someone doing this, others doing that, heads of departments, and then you have the ordinary workers.

The whole body of people is a corporation. If you registered with the state or the federal government,
you have incorporated as a body of people to do a particular work. So, the BBC is in the broadcasting
business, both television and radio, so you understand what I mean.

That word “corporation” can be used every time you meet with the body when the apostle Paul is talking
about the ekklesia, about a group of people who represent one body. It actually represents one “corpora-
tion,” and it is perfectly proper.

If you would change that body in those contexts, to corporation, you would begin to understand what
the apostle Paul was talking about far better. In actual fact, many words in the New Testament which have
ecclesiastial meanings to them nowadays, could be cleared up simply and plainly if we would use the non-
ecclesiastical meanings of the word. Just go back to the simple words as they are in normal secular parlance.

Faith Is Confidence

Let me give you one example. Every time you meet with the word “faith” in the New Testament, it is
a most important word. It denotes something that is very important. “You are saved by grace through FAITH
not works lest any man should boast.” Faith is one of the most important teachings of the New Testament.
Most people though, give an ecclesiastical meaning to the word. They don’t know what it means.

Faith means a reliance upon something in a fuzzy way, without definitions around it. It almost sounds
like it is up in the air somewhere. If you would just take an ordinary English word and substitute it every
time in the New Testament for the word “faith” you would be surprised how simple the whole thing be-
comes.

The word I suggest is (there can be several such words, but one that sticks in my mind is perfectly
proper to use), the word is “confidence.” It comes from two Latin words which means “con” meaning

“with,” and “fide” means “faith”; but confidence, you know what that means: “By grace are you saved
through CONFIDENCE.”

Once you use that word “confidence,” the next thing to ask is confidence IN WHAT? Or in Whom?
There you are: God. Have confidence in God. If you change the word “faith” and think “confidence” every
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time, you will be surprised on how plain [the message of] the apostle Paul can get.

Another important word is “justification” or “to justify.” Hardly anyone knows what it means, because
of the ecclesiastical meaning that has been applied to it. It sounds like some kind of a technical term that
no one knows anything about. You know that “justification” is most important. In the Greek it means to
make one righteous. It says Mr. Jones or Mrs. Brown you have been justified in Christ. That means you
have been made righteous in Christ. It is not that you are righteous, but you have been MADE righteous in
the eyes of God. As far as He is concerned, you ARE righteous. That is what justification means. You have
been made righteous, something external to yourself.

More on “Corporation”

Now let’s get back to “corporation.” The word body, if you will substitute the word ““corporation” (and
in this lecture permit me to do so), read along with me. You will read “body” in the King James Version
and in the Greek it is soma which means “body.” At the same time “corporation” means the same thing.
With that you will be able to conceive what the apostle Paul is talking about. Let’s go to 1 Corinthians
chapter 12 starting in verse 1 to get the context.

Paul is talking about spiritual things. It says in the King James, “spiritual gifts” and he does not want
them to be ignorant he says in verse 1 about these “spiritual gifts” that can come. He is talking about “gifts”
in the plural. It is important that you understand it that way. He is not talking about one gift. He is talking
about several. Paul beseeches them:

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, | would not have you ignorant. You know that you
were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as you were led [in the past].

Wherefore | give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost [Spirit].”

e 1 Corinthians 12:1

If you truly say that “Jesus is Lord” and you truly mean it in the heart, that is something Paul says that
emanates directly from the Holy Spirit. Now let’s get to the subject that I want to give. Verse 4, and Paul
arrives at talking about these gifts, but it is just not about gifts, it is about diversities of gifts (notice the
plural): “Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4). “One Spirit” Paul says,
but “diversities of gifts.”

But do not stop there, go to verse 5: “And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.”
Now “administrations,” that’s a good English word. In this case it means ministry or services; things like
that.

Again, back in Britain. Their cabinet members over there in the government are called “Ministers”™ or
servants: Minister of Agriculture, Minister of this, Minister of that. We normally refer to ministers here in
the United States to ministers of religion. They do it differently. It simply means “servant,” but
“administrations” is all right, it means services and you normally think of administrations in some kind of
a corporation, some kind of a body of people who are functioning to do a particular work.

We are coming from “diversities of gifts” to “differences of administrations [note the plurals], but the

same Lord.” Notice the singularities: “one Spirit” ... “one Lord,” then the plurals “diversities of gifts” and
“differences of administrations.”

These principles that I will give you are fundamental to the understanding of what Elohim means. The
apostle Paul is, in these scriptures and others that he gives, defining who Christ is, and what God is, and
what Elohim means. Not only administration (offices), but notice this in verse 6: “And there are diversities
of operations [which are mainly functions, plural], but it is the same God which works all in all.”

So the same Spirit, one Spirit, one Lord, and one God, but differences of operations, differences of
administrations and diversities of gifts. Now lets go into what the apostle Paul delineates here:
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“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by
the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another
faith [confidence] by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit”

e 1 Corinthians 12:7-9 KJV

Do you have confidence in God? If you do, you have it from the Holy Spirit prompting you. There are
some people who simply have more confidence than others. Sometimes I have more confidence than at
other times. The apostles said to Jesus: “Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 17:5, meaning increase our “confi-
dence.”)’ We should be doing the same thing because a lack of faith is one of our basic weaknesses. Faith
is a gift; “confidence” is another name for that gift. Notice it says “to another faith (confidence) by the
same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:10) ...

“To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to
another divers kinds of tongues [languages]; to another the interpretation of tongues [lan-
guages].”

e 1 Corinthians 12:10

That may be both spiritual (the language of angels) as Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 13:1, and he also
means the various languages on earth today. Some of us are more adept at [languages] than others. I am
not fluent in any other language than English. I can work with Hebrew and Greek, but I am not fluent in
either of those. Some people are very fluent in English, French, German, whatever language it might be.
Those are called “talents.” Some people have them, some people don’t. I have certain of these talents,
others I do not have.

I wish had all of them, but I do not. We have a measure, maybe, of every one of them a tiny bit and
some a lot. Some of you can best me on many, many points, but I can get the best of you on some things
too. I am pretty good at history and things like that. I may not be perfect, but I am pretty good at that. I
think God has given me a measure of understanding on such matters.

But other things I am as ignorant or more so than most people. Whatever you do not ask me how to fix
an automobile. We would be back in the horse and buggy days still if such things depended upon me.
Maybe I could learn all of that, but I simply have not gone in that direction. I do not have that talent, I say.

Paul is talking about things like that here. There are diversities of operations, administrations, and of
gifts. He goes on to say in 1 Corinthians 12:11:

“But all these works that ONE AND THE SELFSAME SPIRIT, dividing to every man severally
as He [God] will [is intending].”

One Spirit, one God, one Lord, but diversity of administration, diversity of operation, diversities of gifts.
Going on “dividing to every man severally as HE will.” The “He” means God. He divides to every man,
given more than one gift, but it is “as He wills.” It is God willing this. If you say, well I am not good at this
or that, maybe you are not, but the thing is, God did not will you to have that talent.

If you are good at it, good at making crafts, an artist, a painter, a sculptor, or making those automobiles.
I am sure glad you are out there. We sure need those things. If you are good at that, God has given you the
talent. You should thank Him for that.

God will give, it says, “to every man severally as He wills.” not as you will, but as God wills. You can
will to do something, and if He wills it you can go right on and do it. Look at 1 Corinthians 12:12 now:

3 Note also Mark 9:23-25:
“Jesus said unto him, ‘If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes.’
And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, ‘Lord, | believe; help You mine unbelief.’

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him [the father],
‘You dumb and deaf spirit, | charge you, come out of him, and enter no more into him.””
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“For as the body [the corporation] is one, and has many members, and all the members of that
one body [corporation], being many, are one body [corporation]: so also is Christ.”

Notice the difference; I changed that word. The word I changed to “corporation” was “body.” Christ is one
BODY with many members. He is one “CORPORATION” with many members. Who are those members?
We will see in a moment.

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body [corporation], whether we be Jews or
Gentiles [note the plurality], whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into
one Spirit.”

e 1 Corinthians 12:13

All types of Jews can come into this corporation. All types of Gentiles can come into this corporation.
In fact, whether we be bond or free, bond people can come into this corporation, free people can come into
this corporation, called the “Corporation of Christ.” Or we say in this spiritual language which people don’t
understand: “the body of Christ,” but call it the “corporation of Christ.” That is what we are.

By the way, that corporation has operations to it, it has administrations in it, it has gifts in it. And not
everyone in that corporation has the same gifts. But we are baptized and immersed into that one corporation.
You are all members of that one corporation. It is just like if you are hired by the BBC to have a news
program of some kind or you work on site as a secretary or whatever it is, you know that you are a member
of that corporation. That is what you are doing.

That is the same thing here. What we are talking about is almost like business in one way, people
coming together of different nationalities, of different social structures, and becoming like Christ. We are
baptized into Him. We are absolutely a corporation. Verse 14: “For the body is not one member, but many.”

You can have a “corporation sole.” It is legally possible to have that in the United States. I do not know
what it is called in Britain. A corporation sole is an oddity. It is not something that is the norm. Corporations
indicate to almost everybody a huge number of people, normally a business.

That is the illustration the apostle Paul is giving. For a corporation is not one member, but many. Notice
the foot: “If the foot shall say, ‘Because | am not the hand, | am not of the body [corporation]; is it therefore
not of the body [corporation]?’” (1 Corinthians 12:15).

“And if the ear shall say, ‘Because | am not the eye, | am not of the body’ [corporation]; is it
therefore not of the body [corporation]? If the whole body [corporation] were an eye, where
were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?”

e 1 Corinthians 12:16-17
A corporation, [such as] General Motors, BBC, or whatever, can they all be newscasters? Well, no.
They have to have technicians behind the consoles and they must have electronic engineers and things like

that. They have various divisions, operations, administrations, and their various gifts. They have them all
within that corporation. Verse 18 and following:

“But now has God set the members every one of them in the body [corporation],* as it has
pleased Him [not you, but as Him” He put you in there. You didn’t put yourself in there.].

And if they were all one member, where were the body [corporation]? [If there is just one, then
there is no corporation. |

But now are they many members, yet but one body [corporation].

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, ‘l have no need of you’: nor again the head to the feet,
‘l have no need of you.’

“ That is what you are in, the corporation of Jesus Christ. ELM
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Nay, much more those members of the body [corporation], which seem to be more feeble, are
necessary: And those members of the body [corporation], which we think to be less honora-
ble, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more abun-
dant comeliness.”

e 1 Corinthians 12:18-23

You know that is true. There are certain parts of our body that many under normal circumstances you hide,
but really when you get down to it all the body is very beautiful, both male and female. And I think you
understand what he is talking about here. And everything fits perfectly, or it should be in a perfect body.
Of course, Christ’s body now is perfect. Going on in 1 Corinthians 12:24 ...

”For our comely parts have no need [for modesty]: but God has tempered the body [corpora-
tion] together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

Some of the inner workings of a corporation are the people behind the scenes, so to speak, that you
never hear about. In Academy Awards for example, where people given Oscars, who are the technicians
behind the big guys who are the producers, directors, and the actors. They get the limelight and granted
they should. But what about all the people in the background, you never hear about them except on Oscar
night. They deserve the credit that they get. That is what Paul is talking about, the parts of the body behind
the scenes.

I look on lots of you that you may be on a pension and you may be in the background somewhere, on
a farm or wherever you may be, but I want to tell you, [to God] you are just as important as any of us who
are out in front. In fact, you are more important in some ways because we could not do the job we need to
do if we did not have you backing us up.

That is what the apostle Paul is talking about here. We are all a part of a body. We are part of the
corporation. We are the corporate body. You hear that phrase once in a while, we cannot function unless
we function together and under the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit. He goes on in verse 25.

25 "That there should be no schism [division] in the body [corporation]; but that the members
should have the same care one for another.

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored,
all the members rejoice with it.

27 Now you are the body [corporation] of Christ, and members in particular.”
e 1 Corinthians 12:25-27

A corporation has a head, the Chairman of the Board, and down through the Board to the President and
so forth. If you have schism in that body, whether it be a corporation in business or in government, you are
going to have chaos. You need harmony everywhere for it to run like a well-oiled machine. That is what
the apostle Paul is talking about.

That is what you are. You [and all believers] are part of the corporation. You may be someone in the
background, but you are just as important as those in the foreground. I never have seen my heart in action
yet, but I can feel it. It is in my interior. I have never seen my spleen, wherever it is, I am not even sure,
but I know I have one. I have never seen it in action. I have never seen my liver or anything like that in
action, but I assure you, if I did not have all those things operating in perfect harmony, and if you did not
have them, you would not be a perfect individual. Do you see the point? We all need one another.

You are part of the corporation of Christ, members in particular. You are very special. Notice verse 28.
It is most important because in this body, this corporation that was developing back then, called the ekklesia,
the apostle Paul signled out some people:

28 And God has set some in the church [ekklesia], first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments [rulers], diversities
of tongues [languages].
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29 Are all apostles? [of course not] are all prophets? [of course not] are all teachers? [of course
not] are all workers of miracles? [of course not]

30 Have all the gifts of healing? [of course not] do all speak with tongues [languages]? [Sure,
some of you can.] do all interpret? [Do all have these things? No.]

31 But covet earnestly THE BEST GIFTS: and yet shew | unto you a more excellent way.
e 1 Corinthians 12:28-31

The next chapter is a more excellent [way] a greater way. The next chapter is on love, faith [confidence]
and hope. Those are even greater than these administrative gifts and operations. Paul is talking about a
corporation.

Where Does Elohim Come in All of This?

In a corporation you have many offices, many divisions, many operations, quite a number of admin-
istrators. When you have that altogether working in harmony with everybody doing his or her part, if the
heart, the liver, spleen, gall bladder, and everything is working in harmony, then you have a sperfect body.

You have a head. Who is the Head? Christ Jesus is the Head. He governs everything of the corporation.
You are a part of that. He is the governor of it. Every office, and here is one thing I want to leave you with
before we go to Part B of this lecture.

Everyone of those administrational divisions of this corporation though each have their own heads,
with members underneath, all in rank underneath them, you will find that the Head is Christ. He really is
everyone, every office that is in the body, He possesses because He is the head. Do you see the point?

Who is the singular head of this body of Christ, or this corporation of Christ? The apostle Paul says
here and he says it all throughout His Gospel. It is Jesus Christ. He is our elder brother, but He is the Head.
He actually occupies all of these offices. You and I do not.

I do not have the office of healing so much. I don’t understand much about that. I do not have the office
of languages and things like that. But Christ does. He has everything. When you get down to it, you will
find what Elohim means in the plural on the B side of this lecture, because I want to show you how the
Elohim is a corporation.

Editor’s Note: There is much more to be said in “The Meaning of the Word Elohim, Part B,” to follow

in December 2026.
Ernest L. Martin, 1994
Edited by David Sielaff, 2026

Editor’s Note: In June 2007 at the “One God Conference” in Albany, NY, I delivered much of this infor-
mation (from Dr. Martin’s teachings) as part of my contrarian lecture, “Elohim and the Sons of God,” The
DVD is my full recorded presentation, available for purchase.

It addresses numerous issues that are of interest to all Christians and I focus on the conference topic,
that Christ did not exist before He was born of Mary. I opposed that fallacy and presented the facts on the
following topics:

e “Just What is God?” e “Worship of Christ”
e “Whatis/are Elohim?” e “Christ's existence before His incarnation”
e “Who are the Sons of God?”

e “Jesus as the Son of God”

“Christ as the first creation of the Father”

“Christ's role in the future creation”
o “The nature of ‘Eternity’” DWS


https://www.askelm.com/video/v070601.asp
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