
 

Transmitting Thoughts Through Writing 

Commentary for November 16, 2017 — God Makes His Thoughts Available to Us 

What you are reading now are my thoughts written in the past. In fact, every word written is 
“in the past.” This is because thoughts occur before they are written. Yet you are reading 
thoughts that I had in the past, before I wrote them down.  

To explain the process more completely, by the agency of the human mind, the words I write 
here go from my mind to your mind.1 Knowledge travels forward in time through the 
following steps: 

(1) The thoughts are formed in my mind,  

(2) are typed by my fingers into words,  

(3) are saved to the ASK website (and perhaps are printed by you, the reader),  

(4) the words are read by you,  

(5) they go into your mind,  

(6) my thoughts are thought by you and, become your thoughts, and 

(7) if you choose, they are committed to short-term or long-term memory.  

It is important to realize, everything that is written down was thought in the past by some-
one. If I am dead, yet you can read my words, and think my thoughts. Neat huh? (I wonder 
how evolution would explain such a wondrous phenomenon.) 

You can read and think God’s thoughts. The Word of God works similarly to the seven steps 
above. In fact, the process between people described is a pale example of how God’s words 
proceed from Him into your mind through thousands of years. The same Word of God that 
goes into your mind now, spoke creation into being (Genesis chapter 1) through His Son who 
was sort of the prime contractor of all creation (Colossians 1:15–22). The Son made the eons 
(Hebrews 1:1–2). At the proper time He emptied Himself of glory (Philippians 2:5–11), 
became flesh, was born of Mary, and named Jesus (John 1:1–18). By His resurrection, He 
was our Savior. That is explained in the gospel message in First Corinthians chapter 15. 

In days past, God communicated through His prophets who produced the Old Testament, His 
written word. Today, God communicates through His Son who is heir of all things (Hebrews 
1:1–2, including God’s personal name, Philippians 2:9–11). Jesus spoke the Word of God in 
His ministry (Luke 5:1, 8:21). His apostles likewise spoke the Word of God as God’s Spirit 
inspired them (Acts 4:1, 6:7, 8:14, 11:1, 12:24, 13:5, 2 Timothy 3:16, and other instances). 

                                       
1 I often use novels as examples. Jane Austen’s novels present the thoughts of their author at the 

moment she wrote or edited them, beginning with the publication of Sense and Sensibility (1811). The 
novel War and Peace likewise conveys to us the thoughts of Leo Tolstoy from the 1860s.  
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Story Arcs 
The story of humanity in Scripture has a story arc, from Adam to you, to the last person 
born. What is a story arc? The graphic below gives one example. (Kurt Vonnegut gives a 
useful four-minute YouTube video at “story arcs” to a student group.) The Scriptures from 

Genesis to Revelation encompass a grand story arc.  

Another story arc goes from Genesis to 1 Corinthians 
15:23–28. It takes us beyond the end of Revelation to a 
time when the Son subjects Himself to God the Father 
“that God [the Father] may be all in all.” We do not know 
what the “all in all” means, we are not told. All mankind 
will all be glorified by that time and we all will experience 
that event together. 

What does this have to do with you and me? After I die, I 
will be in the grave, my body will begin its process to return 
to dust/soil/dirt from which God made you and me. All 
thoughts will cease. My soul will dissolve when my spirit 
leaves my body, and my spirit goes back to God for safe-
keeping, until it combines with a glorious body composed of 
spirit, given to me at Christ’s return. 

I want to encourage you, even plead with you, to make good use of what God has provided 
to us through Christ. As believers (through Christ’s resurrection and our salvation through 
Him), we are all babes in Christ and “little children.”  

We in the first resurrection will finally meet, if we have not met before. All mankind will 
eventually meet at the consummation when God becomes all and in all (again, see 1 Corin-
thians chapter 15, it’s terrific).  

In death, there is no consciousness of time. One moment death is approaching — [then you 
die] — and next thing you know you are conscious again with years or centuries having 
passed. Either a physical resurrection will occur, or you will have a spiritual resurrection with 
a glorious body composed of God’s Spirit. See my article “YOUR Resurrection”: 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God: therefore the world knows us not, because it knew 
him not.  

 Beloved, NOW are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he [Christ] shall appear, WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM; for 
we shall see him as he is.” 

• 1 John 3:1–3 

I recently came across a different layout of the Bible devised by Dr. Ernest Martin after 1985 
when ASK began. It explains elements of the entire Bible. I attach it for your edification. 

David Sielaff 
david@askelm.com 
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